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 "Now that you are here, do you really think its 
necessary for our Church to continue sending teams to 
this area?" That was the question one VBS team 
member asked me towards the end of his visit this past 
summer. 
 
It's a really good question. And I completely 
understand why a Church would ask that question. 
Before coming to Alaska I served as the Sr. Pastor for 
a 1200 member congregation.  Mission trips cost a lot 
of money and use up a good number of resources so 
congregations are always trying to decide if their 
money is being spent wisely. 
 
Here is my answer... I am only one person, and while I 
seek to bring the Gospel to the people throughout the 
year, the mission teams bring the Good News and 
create opportunities for relationships that would not 
otherwise occur.  In one village families make sure 
their children are in the village the week a team is 
present because that is how intimately they have 
grown together after years of ministry.  In that village 
I will soon be holding regular worship because the 
success of the team's efforts have given the village 
leaders a sense of trust towards me. In another village 
as the team worked with children in the village I was 
able to sit and speak with a Village Council member 
for several hours and establish a sense of credibility 
with him that has led to more access to the village. 
Several relationships with teenagers have begun after 
they came to a basketball camp in the village. 
Numerous children run up and give me a hug in the 
various villages because they recognize me as part of 
a positive and joyful summer experience in VBS, 
Basketball Camp, or some other activity conducted by 
one of the teams. God-willing I will get to baptize a 
young girl very soon, all because of an 
opportunity that arose while a team was visiting. 
 
Our family's first summer has been quite a whirlwind 
experience. We are so grateful to all the teams who 
came and helped proclaim the Good News in the 
Upper Tanana Valley.  Without the work of those 
teams it is hard to imagine that there would be so 
many things to celebrating. It is exciting to think of all 
that God might do this winter, but I eagerly look 
forward to all that God will do again this coming 
summer when teams return. 
 
The military has a term for this... they call it a force 
multiplier.  In other words, the work the teams do each 
summer and the work I do throughout the year is 
multiplied when we are able to work together towards 
the same goal. Losing one or the other would 
certainly have a detrimental affect to the proclamation 
of the Gospel in the Last Frontier. We are all part of 
the body of Christ and each with a different function, 
but how beautiful it is when all those parts work 
together.  I cannot do much of what the teams 
accomplish, nor can they accomplish much of what I 
do.  And that is why I believe God has brought us all 
together...to give full witness to the grace of God that 
can only be found in Jesus Christ! 
 
--  
Keeping you in prayer, 
Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

Missionary - Upper Tanana Valley, AK 

 
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 
him.     ~ Ephesians 1:16-17 
 
Alaskamissionforchrist.org  -  A ministry of the LC-
MS congregations in Alaska 

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org or call 907-259-5115 

Why We Need You 

╬ Pray for our Fall and Winter outreach with the Good News of Jesus. 

╬ Pray for the Lord to send us a missionary for Southeast, Alaska. 

╬ Pray for David Grosz, as he seeks a new vocation after leaving AMC. 

╬ Pray for AMC as we evaluate our ministry in Southwest Alaska and make plans for the future.   

╬ Pray for the new worship services being offered in Tetlin, AK.   

╬ Pray for the AMC Face to Face Board Meeting on October 9-10 in Palmer, AK.  Pray the Lord will 

guide us as we seek his will for the future outreach of AMC. 

╬ Thank the Lord for a wonderful Summer of ministry in about 50 communities through close to 500 

volunteers.   

╬ Thank the Lord for the ministry of Rev. Lang Yang as he trains leaders for the Hmong community in 

Chugiak, Alaska.   

PRAY FOR US 

Alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Contact Us 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Ruth Zellar 

2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr 
Wasilla, AK  99654 

907-232-3823 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Coordinator of Ministry 
Todd  Roeske 

HC60 Box 115E 
Copper Center, AK  99573 

907-259-5115 
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

 

Upper Tanana River Missionary 
Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

PO Box 537 
Tok, AK 99780 
979-716-9910 

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Pray  
 
Volunteer 
 
Give 

A Bold Witness in Every Community in Alaska.  

September 2015 

VBS fun! 

Alaska Mission for Christ and Faith Lutheran Church in 
Juneau, Alaska are seeking a missionary pastor who will 
coordinate mission efforts in Southeast Alaska while serving 
as the Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church.  The missionary will 
live in Juneau and provide orientation for volunteers 
travelling through Juneau for Summer Ministry. He will look 
for ways to expand mission efforts throughout Southeast 
Alaska.  The missionary will also be responsible to raise 
support to cover his travel and salary, although the local 
congregation will supply housing and some benefits.   
 
If you (or someone you know) are interested in being 
considered for this call, please contact:  Todd Roeske   
(907)259-5115  toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Volunteer In-Gathering 
 
What:  A semi-annual gathering of AMC 

volunteers to share resources and ideas 
for reaching out with the love of Jesus in 
Alaska. 

 
When: January 22 to 23, 2016 
 
Where:  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Matteson, IL. 
 
Who:  All present, past, and future AMC 

volunteers.   
 
Contact:  Ruth for more information. 
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