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Learnings & Leanings 
Eleven weeks! That’s a long time to be away from family…but that 
is the commitment my family and I made earlier this spring. I 
would live and work in Anchorage, Alaska, while my family 
remained in Seward, Nebraska.

Welcoming short-term mission teams to Anchorage at the 
“unwelcoming” hours of midnight to 4 am brought absolute joy as 
we piled luggage and tired volunteers into two AMC vans and 
transported them to the Lutheran Center, home to Beautiful 
Savior Lutheran Church and Anchor Lutheran School. Weary 
volunteers were able to catch a few hours of sleep on air 
mattresses before traveling on to their mission communities. 
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Pray 

✦ That doors may open for 
ministry opportunities 
throughout the southeast 
and southwest regions of 
Alaska. 

✦ For guidance and 
discernment as we fill the 
preaching station in 
Tanacross this fall and winter. 

✦ Thanksgiving for the 39 
short-term summer mission 
teams who served with AMC 
this summer. 

Provide 

Through your prayer and 
financial support, the Lord 
provided for all of my needs 
this past year. Please consider 
how you can continue to 
support my ministry. Visit the 
AMC website to learn more: 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Participate 

Short-term mission teams are 
needed next summer! To learn 
more, contact me: 
janbruick@amclcms.org

ALASKA MISSION FOR CHRIST 
Facilitating a bold witness to Jesus Christ in every community in Alaska
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Many of these teams had served with AMC in the past, however, 
a few new teams arrived, overwhelmed at the beauty of the 
Chugach mountains and the 
snow-covered Alaska Range. 
Indeed, they are breathtaking! 
New volunteers learned 
quickly that sleep is a 
requirement, even though the 
body wants to keep going with 
the abundance of daylight 
hours. Sleeping, when the sun 
is still shining brightly above the tree line at 10:30 pm, is a 
summer-time challenge.  

Meeting teams in Anchorage provided me with valuable time to 
learn from them as we shared in a time of orientation and 
devotions based on the Gospel of Mark. Stories of relationships 
that had been forged the previous year(s) were shared in 
abundance. Connections through social media allow for 
communication between volunteers and those in the Alaskan 
community during the year, however, nothing replaces the face-
to-face hugs and smiles that occur when teams arrive. 

Mixed in with all of the excitement of the summer season were 
times for not only learnings, but leanings, as well. Three weeks 
into my deployment, I fell and broke my ankle. Along with this 
time of healing came time for leaning on others to help me carry 
my load. Friends stepped up to provide a ride to an appointment, 
grocery store, or office during my three weeks of wearing a boot 
and having no driving privileges. 

That time of respite allowed me to rely on God’s provisions in 
leaning on my Alaskan “family” to care for me. It may have been a 
time of “These are not my plans, God!” However, He used it for 
good. The day I moved out of my duplex in August, my landlord 
told me that she was amazed by the incredible witness others 
made in providing for all of my needs. Truly, God’s provisions! 

I reflect over the summer and see how God was by my side in 
learnings and leanings, as I trusted in Him. Can the same be said 
for you? Did you see His provisions this summer? Through His 
perfect love, care, and forgiveness, I’m sure you did!

To Him be all praise!
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What’s New? 

Position Offered and Accepted! 
The Servant Event Coordinator 
position was offered as a full-
time, ongoing position in August. 
I, happily, accepted and am 
continuing in the work begun this 
past year. 

Sabbatical Travels! I will be 
traveling with my husband during 
his ministry sabbatical this fall.  
Please note that I will be 
unavailable by phone and email 
from September 23-October 18. 
If there is an urgent need, contact 
Todd Roeske, AMC Coordinator 
of Ministry, at 907-259-5115. 

AMC Travels! Would you like to 
learn more about what I do or 
about the AMC ministry? Contact 
me! My travels this fall/winter 
include the following locations:  

• Kearney, NE mid-September 

• Orlando, FL mid-November 

• Sioux Falls, SD mid-November 

• Chicagoland early December 

• Santa Fe, Indianapolis, & Ft. 
Wayne in late December 

• Anchorage in January  

I would love the opportunity to 
connect with you! 


