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A hearty thank you to all the teams who 
came up to shine the light of Christ in 
many communities this past summer. In 
the Upper Tanana Valley, we were blessed 
to have four different teams visit three 
different communities. Teams were 
involve in basketball, VBS, and work 
projects. All of these resulted in growing 
the important work of developing 
relationships and sharing the love of God. 
 

A group from Mattson, IL did the initial 
demolition to prepare our house for repairs and 
to get ready for a new kitchen. They also 
conducted VBS in Mentasta, but unfortunately I 
don't have any pictures of that. Sorry. 

A group from Couer d'Alene, ID finishes up the 
construction of a handicap ramp, porch, and 
new doors for the Church in Tanacross. They 
also built a handicap ramp for one of the Native 
Elders in the village. 

The Couer d'Alene group also installed our 
cabinets. They graciously extended their stay 
after a number of difficulties delayed the 
project. They were able to get everything to a 
point where I can finish up the whole project. 

We were able to participate in the Tanacross 
Culture Camp and learn a great deal about 
Native Culture and what types of plants we 
could and could not eat. 

Steve and Miller Calhoun from Illinois helped 
host a week of Open Gym in Tanacross where 
we had kids from ages 6-19 playing and 

watching. 

We cannot truly express how grateful we 

are to all these groups who ministered to 
the people and to our family. Every group 

that travels to Alaska is vital to the mission 
and ministry of Alaska Mission for Christ. 
Please keep them all in your prayers as 

well as our family, for it is truly God who 
has made all of this possible. 

Keith Aschenbeck  

Missionary to the Tanana River Valley 

Keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

 

Send your gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for 

Christ 

The Lutheran Center 

 8100 Arctic Blvd. 

 Anchorage, AK 99518-3003 

Or online visit:  

www.alaskamissionforchrist.

org/contributions  

Thank the Lord for… 

...the ministry of Bill and 

Roberta Hilgendorf in 

Sterling and Cooper 

Landing.  

...the 400 plus Summer 

volunteers that shared the 

love of Jesus in Alaska. 

...Jesus and his love! 

Pray for … 

...winter follow-up on all 

of the work that our 

summer teams 

accomplished. 

...the revived outreach in 

Seldovia headed up by the 

pastor at Funny River 

Lutheran Church and two 

groups of AMC 

volunteers. 

...wisdom for moving 

forward with a missionary 

in Southeast Alaska. 

 

Sharing Jesus in Tanacross   Keith Aschenbeck 
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Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first 
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can 
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.  
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are 
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation. 

Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we 
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along 
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better 
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther 
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools. 

I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for 
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these 
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills 
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and 
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska. 

In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages 
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been 
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have 
been answered. 

The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is 
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic 
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has 
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska. 

“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 
15:57 

 

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or 

pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you 

recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your 

“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-

ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select 

“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836. 

As I sit here this last weekend for 
volunteers, I reflect back on all the 
wonderful people that I have met over the 
many years.  They have come to Alaska to 
share the love of Jesus with children and 
adults.  These people have all become my 
friends and I love them dearly.  The 
excitement that they bring with them fills 
my heart with joy.   
 
I once had someone ask me how I can 
recognize the volunteers as they come 
down the escalator at the airport.  I said 
that it was very easy—you can see it in 
their eyes that they have come to Alaska to 
share God’s love with everyone!  Some of 
the teams come dressed in matching shirts 
so they are super easy to recognize, but the 
ones that don’t have t-shirts are equally 
easy to spot. 
 
With me retiring at the end of August, it 
makes me sad that I will not see some of 
the volunteers until God calls us home to 
heaven.  That is okay because I plan on 
keeping in contact with most of them.  I 
have received many cards, letters and 
personal contact this summer that have told 
me how much they have appreciated me 
and my ministry with Alaska Mission for 
Christ.  They have spoken many kind 
words, and I really appreciate that. 
 
What next?  Well I still plan on speaking to 
congregations, LWML groups and Bible 
Classes about Alaska Mission for Christ to 
help raise support. Besides that, I plan on 
spending more time with my family that is 

What Next God?    

 

 

 

“The 

master 

said, 'Well 

done, my 

good and 

faithful 

servant.'” 
      -Matthew 25:23 

so important to me. I also look forward to 
doing some quilting on the side.  I love to 
sew, so it will be great to get back into 
doing more of that now that I have time.  I 
am sure that God has some other plans for 
my life also, so I will be waiting and 
listening to what He has planned for me 
next as I continue to study His word. 
 
I would like to leave you with this Bible 
Verse: 
  

I thank my God every time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
  Philippians 1: 3-6 

Ruth Zellar 
 

Retiring Servant 
Event Coordinator 

“Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his excellent greatness! Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!”  Psalm 150: 1-2,6 
 
As the busiest time for servant events at AMC comes to a close, this Psalm seems highly appropriate. During the last 3 
months, hundreds of volunteers followed the call of Christ to spread His Good News to not only the people of Alaska, 
but anyone they encountered along the way. Blessings abound; poured out by our gracious and merciful Lord. It is with 
this processional Psalm that we exit this season, joyfully thanking Him for the spreading of His Word! Praise the LORD! 

A note from Brittany 

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our online 

giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from your smart 

phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s Quick 

Response (QR) code reader! 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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Last Sunday, Pastor Imre from 
Germany, happened to stop into 
our congregation in Copper 
Center.  He is on a sabbatical 
studying the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Alaska. After 
worship, he spoke to the 
congregation and told us about 
the situation in his church in 
Germany.  They have 6,000 
members, but only 30 to 60 in 
worship on Sunday.   People still 
get married in the church and get 
their children baptized, but they 
do not actively attend worship 
except on Christmas.  They are 
funded by a tax that the 
government collects so they 
have plenty of money. I said, 
“With money, at least, you can do some 
good things.”  
 
Imre replied, “Yes, but you can not buy 
spirit.”   
 
In July, I attended the LCMS Convention 
in Milwaukee.  It was great to see so many 
people gathered together who love Jesus 
and want to spread his love.  Yet, there 
were two things that bothered me about the 
convention.  First, there was a lot of talk of 
fear.  The culture around us is changing 
and our synod must hold firm was stated 
again and again.  In many of the statements 
of people who were elected into Synodical 
offices, I read of fear and cultural change.  
Secondly, I heard the theme of control.  
Our Synod wants to have people use the 
same form of worship.  The convention 
made many new rules including one that 
says that all Licensed Deacons that are 
involved in regular Word and Sacrament 

Spirit without measure 

How to Direct 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars: 

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/

thriventchoice. 

Step 2—Click on “log in” at 

the top right of your screen 

and enter your MyThrivent 

user ID and password. (If 

you haven’t registered on 

Thrivent.com, click on 

“register” to register.) 

Step 3—Look for your 

designated Choice Dollars 
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screen. 

Step 4—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars” in the 
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say “Thrivent Choice.” 
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Ministry must seek ordination by 
January 1, 2018.  I imagined a 
conversation with Imre, “With plenty of 
rules, at least, we can do some good 
things.”   
 
“Yes, but you can not legislate spirit.”   
 
After the convention in Milwaukee, I 
went to New Orleans to represent 
Alaska Mission for Christ (AMC) at the 
LCMS National Youth Gathering.  
25,000 youth were gathered together to 
praise Jesus.  I talked to hundreds of 
young people and youth leaders who 
were excited about what the Lord is 
doing in Alaska.  I heard them sing and 
pray.  I worshipped with them in a huge 
auditorium.  It refreshed my spirit.   
 
In June, I was in Copper Center at our 
congregation’s VBS program.  We had 
60 kids from the community that were 
excited to come and learn about Jesus.  
They sang, they prayed and they 
listened to stories of the One who loves 
them enough to die for them.  The same 
Jesus who gives His Spirit without 
measure. 
 
I am thankful for the kids. I am thankful 
for the youth.  My prayer is that our 
church never loses its mission zeal so 
that we can always be about  the work 
of sharing the love of Jesus through 
relationships.           

Todd Roeske 
 

Coordinator 
of Ministries 

The Native People say that the  Elders and the youth 
are special treasures of the community.  They are 
special treasures of the Church, as well.  May God 
allow us always to love and honor them. 

Sharing Jesus at VBS! 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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You Can Help! 

Pray 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray 
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a 

prayer partner, write:  
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Volunteer 

We need both long and short term volunteers to help 
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS, 

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and 
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’ 

love.  For more information, contact: 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Give  

Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from 
people like you.  Either donate on line at 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to 
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard, 

Anchorage, AK  99518 

 
Don’t forget to find us on Facebook! 

Contact Us 

Volunteer Coordinator                  
Brittany Baumgartner 

PO Box 670150 
Chugiak, AK 99567  

907.310.0341 
bbaumgartner@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
Coordinator of Ministry 

Todd  Roeske 
HC60 Box 115E 

Copper Center, AK  99573 
907-259-5115 

toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Tanana River Valley 
Missionary 

Keith Aschenbeck 
PO BOX 537 

Tok, Alaska 99780 
979-716-9910 

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Boulevard 
Anchorage, AK  99518 
 

Return Service Requested 


