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One of the great experiences we get to have here in 
Alaska is the opportunity to attend Culture Camp at various 
villages. Culture Camp is designed to teach the youth of the 
village all about the traditional way of Native life. They 
learn all kinds of things from the language to hunting 
techniques; from Native dress to various rituals.  We have 
been invited to join these events so that we too can learn 
what Native life and culture is all about.  It truly helps us to 
understand a lot about who it is we are getting to know and 
how to communicate with them. 

The Lutheran Church has a very similar process. It 
is called Confirmation. In Confirmation, we as Lutherans, 
share with our youth (and interested adults) the meanings 
and purposes behind our traditions, language, rituals and 
food.  When bringing people into the culture of 
Lutheranism, it is necessary to do this so that we can better 
relate to one another and understand each other. 

Missionaries are often taught to seek to understand 
and respect the culture and traditions of the folks being 
served.  In other words, our purpose is to preach the Gospel 
and not form them into Lower 48 Mainstream Americans. 
Ironically, while espousing the importance of ‘culture’, the 
Church is often told it must change it’s ‘culture’ to be 
effective and productive in various societies. 

 Honestly, I have come to believe the culture is 
rarely the issue. Language, tradition, dress, foods, etc. can 
all be taught and learned. Taking the time to teach and 
understand one another is where the problem really comes 
into play. This can happen for various reasons: there is not 
enough time; we don’t understand the doctrine or tradition 
ourselves; we may not like a particular practice; and so on 
and so forth. 

Even though we are invited into these culture 
camps, the feeling and impression we often get is that we 
will never truly be Native. It matters not how deeply we 
immerse ourselves into the ocean of their culture.  Going 
into the villages and living life in their midst, we still feel 
like outsiders looking in. 

I wonder how often we as the Church do the same 
thing though to those to whom we seek to proclaim the 
Gospel. We show them who we are, what we believe, and 
how we live, but in the end we still view them as people 
who will never truly understand what it means to be 
“Lutheran.” After all, I’ve heard it said many times, “My 
family has been in this church for generations, and no one 
else is going to tell us how OUR Church is supposed to be.” 

But… isn’t it really Christ’s Church?  No, you 
don’t have to give up your culture or your history, but 
sometimes we would do well to remember where our 
culture and history is really based. We are a Church of ALL 
generations, and of ALL people. Paul reminds us that in our 
culture there is no Jew (Lutheran), nor Greek (non-
Lutheran), Slave nor free but that we are all one in Jesus 
Christ. 

So, if there is something you do in Church and you 

don’t know why, go and talk to your Pastor so you can 

understand it better yourself. You just might be surprised! 

And then remember: when someone else doesn’t seem to be 

doing it ‘right’, go make sure they know that in Christ you 

truly are Brothers and Sisters for eternity!  

Keith Aschenbeck is AMC’s Missionary to the Tanana River 

Valley.  Contact Keith at:   

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org or call 907-259-5115 

Christ-Crossed Culture 

╬ Pray for our Alaska Mission for Christ Face to Face Board Meeting on October 7-8.   

╬ Pray for us as we figure out how to move forward with ministry in light of the Synod’s decision to 

stop Licensed Deacons from serving in Word and Sacrament Ministry. 

╬ Thank the Lord for the connections and relationships of Pastor Keith and his family in Tok and the 

surrounding areas. 

╬ Pray for Brittany who is serving as our Servant Event Coordinator.  She is working very hard to 

communicate with volunteers and get ready for next Summer.   

╬ Pray for our future plans in Southwest Alaska.  We are praying about how that ministry might look. 

╬ Pray for all of those who are suffering from addictions that keep them from being the people that 

God created them to be.  Pray for healing and deliverance. 

╬ Thank the Lord for you and your willingness to be a partner with us as we make a bold proclamation 

of Jesus in every community in Alaska! 

PRAY FOR US 

Alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Contact Us 
 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Brittany Baumgartner 
PO Box 670150 

Chugiak, AK 99567  
907.310.0341  

bbaumgartner@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
Coordinator of Ministry 

Todd  Roeske 
HC60 Box 115E 

Copper Center, AK  99573 
907-259-5115 

toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Upper Tanana River Missionary 
Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

PO Box 537 
Tok, AK 99780 
979-716-9910 

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Pray  
 
Volunteer 
 
Give 

A Bold Witness in Every Community in Alaska.  

October 2016 

PRAYER FOR SOUTHEAST ALASKA 
 

Alaska Mission for Christ is still seeking a missionary to 

serve in Southeast Alaska.  This missionary would be the 

Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church and help AMC reach out 

in the vast Southeastern part of Alaska.  If you, or 

someone you know is interested and ready to trust God 

for this challenge, please let us know.  Contact: 

 toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Learning about burials at Tanacross Culture Camp 2016 
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