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“They really need their own pastor or
licensed deacon,” Pastor Steve explained.
“The Hmong people are a leader focused
culture.  In order for our Hmong
congregation to really grow they need to
have their own Hmong leader.”

“Well, then we need to get someone here
to start training leaders,” I responded.

In our next email
update, I wrote a
blurb about
needing some
funding to pay for
airfare for a
Hmong pastor to
come to Alaska
to train leaders.
Before I sent out
the email, I
received another
email from a
group that had
three Alaska
Airline
certificates that
they wanted to
donate to Alaska Mission for Christ.  The
amount was almost exactly what we
needed to bring our Hmong trainer to
Alaska!  It reminded me of Isaiah 65:24:

“I will answer them before
they even call to me.

While they are still talking
about their needs,

I will go ahead and answer
their prayers!”

So Rev. Lang Yang came to Alaska this
month for two weeks to begin training
our first group of Hmong Licensed
Deacons.  He began with intensive Old

Testament and New Testament
Overviews.  We plan to continue this
training in the Spring as God provides the
resources to do His work.

Ahead Of Schedule

We had planned for Rev. Keith
Aschenbeck and family to move to Tok,

Alaska in the
Spring of 2015.
He started
Friend-Raising
in September
and we
expected that it
would take him
several months.
We forgot that
God works
faster than we
do.  Keith will
have all of his
funding and is
now planning
on moving to
Alaska in

December.

Please keep Keith, Stacy, and their four
kids in your prayers as they plan to drive
the Alaska Highway with a U-Haul, a
suburban, and all of their worldly
possessions.  May God give them a safe
and uneventful journey!

Sometimes, I feel like our work is slogging
away trying to bring the love of Jesus to
this wonderful Northern land.  Then God
moves and reminds me that the work is
His and not mine.  He is working in ways
that we would not even think possible so
we can make a bold proclamation of Jesus.

Send your gifts to:

Alaska Mission for
Christ
The Lutheran Center
8100 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-

3003
Or online visit:

www.alaskamissionforchrist
.org/contributions

Thank the Lord for…
...the winter opportunities
to share the love of Jesus
in Alaska.

...the Hmong ministry in
Chugiak, Alaska.

...our three new
“outside” (of Alaska)
AMC Board Members.

Pray for …

...the Lord to supply all
of our ministry needs for
people, for materials and
for finances.

...AMC’s partnership
with Faith Lutheran
Church in Juneau.

...Alaska Mission for
Christ to have a bold
witness in every
community in Alaska.

Before you ask by Todd Roeske, coordinator of Ministry

A buffalo crossing sign on the Alaska Highway some-
where in Canada in the winter.  Let’s hope no buffalo
cross in front of the Aschenbecks on their trip North!



Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation.
Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools.
I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska.
In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have
been answered.
The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska.
“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians
15:57

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or
pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you
recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-
larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your
“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-
ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select
“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836.

In the next few days I’m heading down to
the lower-48 to talk about how God is
using AMC to minister to the people of
Alaska.  I will be speaking to
congregations,
bible study groups,
pastors and other
folks that God puts
in my path.  These
opportunities are
enjoyable.  In
almost every
conversation I’ll
ask that people
pray for Alaskans.
Most of those
hearing this request
will assume that
I’m concerned with
the burden of cold weather, isolation and
loneliness, lack of daylight in winter or
another environmental issue particular to
the northern latitudes.  No one living in
Alaska would say that life here is without
it’s challenges.  However, there are deeper
issues of the heart that keep me asking
people to pray for Alaskans.

The statistics that point to the brokenness
people experience in Alaska are shocking.

Will You Pray for Alaskans?

Last summer
Alaska Mission for
Christ facilitated
the work of over
400 Christian
volunteers as they
shared the love of
Jesus with more
than 4,000
children, youth,
and adults in
Alaska.

But let all who
take refuge in you
be glad; let them
ever sing for joy.
Spread your

them, that those
who love your
name may rejoice
in you.
Surely, Lord, you

bless the
righteous; you
surround them
with your favor as
with a shield.

Psalm 5:11-12

Did you know that the rate of child abuse
in Alaska is three times the national
average?  An article in the Anchorage
Daily News stated that 60% of Native

children are in
out-of- home
custody.  The
same article says
that there are 75
rural
communities
without any law
enforcement
presence.  The
rate of suicide in
Alaska is the
highest in the
nation.  And,
more suicides

happen in SW Alaska than anywhere in the
state.   Our Lord hears the cries of the
children, and the cries of all those in
despair.  Is it any wonder that God compels
us to share the story of Jesus as savior,
healer, and one who blesses small children?
Dear reader, just as Jesus hears the voices
of those suffering in Alaska, he wants to
hear your voice too.  Please pray for
Alaskans…please do it before your eyes
leave this page.

David Grosz

Missionary to
SW Alaska

It Is Amazing How God Works

In October, my husband, Gerry, and I were
doing some Friend Raising, by doing
presentations about Alaska Mission for
Christ in 33 different churches.  Our travels
took us from Anchorage to Minneapolis to
Boston and back to Minneapolis.  From
there we drove to many areas in Wisconsin,
to Illinois, and then back to Minneapolis to
fly back home.

While in Wisconsin we stopped at a small
country church to talk with the Pastor.
When we arrived,  no one was there.  The
note on the door said that they would open
at 1:00 PM. It was about 12:45 so we decid-
ed just to wait.  In only a few minutes a car
drove up. It was the President of the

LWML . They were getting ready for a
meeting.  I told them who I was and they
asked me to be the program for the meeting.

I asked if they had something to play our
DVD on and they pulled out a projector so
not only could I play the DVD I could use
my power point to do my presentation.
They were all very excited about what God
is doing in Alaska.

Our whole trip was like this and whereever
we went we were welcomed with open
arms.  It is truly amazing how God works
and how He blessed our trip.

Ruth Zellar, Servant Event Coordinator
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Gathered together at Concordia

college students, staff, and more
worshipped and shared the Risen Lord
and Savior as they  grew in the
knowledge of their Lord.

Feet" is an
annual
conference
hosted at a
different
Concordia
University
each year.

learn about
mission

involved in missions throughout the

missions.

This year's theme was "Follow the
Leader." As we seek to be leaders in
the Church and grow leaders in local

reminded that we are first and
foremost FOLLOWERS.  Followers who
point others to follow the Shepherd
who leads us every day through this
valley of the shadow of death to the
peaceful fields of eternal life won for
us through the cross.  That glorious
cross - His rod and staff which offers us

Follow the Leader - Beautiful Feet!

How to Direct
Thrivent Choice
Dollars:
Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Step 2—Click on “log in” at
the top right of your screen
and enter your MyThrivent
user ID and password. (If
you haven’t registered on
Thrivent.com, click on
“register” to register.)

Step 3—Look for your
designated Choice Dollars
on the right side of the
screen.

Step 4—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars” in the
Thrivent Choice® box on
your MyThrivent page.

Step 5—Search the catalog
of organizations to find
Alaska Mission for Christ.

Step 6—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars Now” to
direct your designated
Choice Dollars to benefit
that Alaska Mission for
Christ..

By Phone:
Step 1— Call 1-800-847-
4836 and when prompted,
say “Thrivent Choice.”

Step 2—When prompted,
say “Choice Dollars.”

Step 3—Say or enter your
Social Security number.

Step 4—Press 1 to direct
Choice Dollars or press 2

to hear the Thrivent Choice
program terms and
conditions.

Step 5—A representative
will then work with you to
direct Choice Dollars.

nothing shall separate us from His
love.

I thank The Lord that I had the
opportunity to hear about the work

that God is
doing
through
the Body of
Christ
throughout
the world.
It was a joy
and
comfort to
see so
many
young

adults excited about sharing the
love of Christ to others.  I am
certain some of the men and
women I met will one day visit
Alaska to share Christ in the Last

’t, I know

them wherever they go.  And that
promise is the same for you and
me, as we Follow the Leader!

Follow us on Facebook!
http://
www.facebook.com/
alaskamissionforchrist

Keith
Aschenbeck

Missionary to
the Tanana
River Valley

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our
online giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from
your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using

your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader!
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You Can Help!
Pray

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a

prayer partner, write:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Volunteer
We need both long and short term volunteers to help
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS,

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’

love.  For more information, contact:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Give
Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from

people like you.  Either donate on line at
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard,

Anchorage, AK  99518

Contact Us
Volunteer Coordinator

Ruth Zellar
2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr

Wasilla, AK  99654
907-232-3823

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Coordinator of Ministry
Todd  Roeske

HC60 Box 115E
Copper Center, AK  99573

907-259-5115
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Southwest Alaska Missionary
David Grosz

2189 N. Verde Dr
Palmer, AK  99645

907-631-8959
davidgrosz@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Tanana River Valley Missionary
Keith Aschenbeck

979-716-9910
keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Alaska Mission for Christ
8100 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK  99518
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