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In Just One Week 
Seven days! Sometimes that’s all it takes for a relationship to 
form. This past summer, a team from Redeemer, Ft. Collins, CO 
entered the southwest hub/village of Bethel, Alaska. They were 
tasked with a few construction projects that AMC terms as 
“Hammer & Nails” short-term mission projects.

Troy Armstrong and his team of four volunteers spent the week 
performing numerous projects at the Alaska Bible Seminary. They 
rebuilt entry stairs to an old dormitory. They spent several days 
inside another dormitory expanding the kitchen area with an 
island, additional cabinetry and outlets. And, on one pain-staking 
day, they re-glued all of the carpet tiles in the building. It was a 
busy seven days of work, but completing those projects, as well as 
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Pray 

✦ Thanksgiving for Pastor 
Aaron Spratt’s opportunity to 
hold worship services in 
several remote, southeast 
Alaskan communities. 

✦ Thanksgiving for long-term 
volunteers, Pastor Carl and 
Darlene Lilienkamp, who will 
serve a vacancy in Tanacross 
from January-March. 

✦ For the short-term summer 
mission teams who begin to 
make plans to serve with 
AMC this next summer. 

Provide 

The Lord continues to provide 
for our ministry in various ways. 
Please consider how you can 
support our efforts to share the 
Gospel message throughout 
Alaska. Visit the AMC website 
to learn more: 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Participate 

Short-term mission teams are 
needed next summer! To learn 
more, contact me: 
janbruick@amclcms.org

ALASKA MISSION FOR CHRIST 
Facilitating a bold witness to Jesus Christ in every community in Alaska

mailto:janbruick@amclcms.org
mailto:janbruick@amclcms.org


November, 2018

many more, wasn’t the highlight of this team’s service in this 
rural, Alaskan community.  

Mixed in with these repairs and updates was an opportunity to 
visit a fish camp. This team of five traveled by boat to Walter and 
Martha’s fish camp along the banks of the Kuskokwim River. 
During the evening visit, the team noticed that the fishing cabin 
needed a roof and found the materials to do the work lying beside 
the structure. Walter explained that at 74 years of age, he did not 
have the physical ability to make the needed repairs. 

The team returned the following evening with tools in hand and 
installed the metal roofing over this cabin. They enjoyed dinner 
together and shared stories and talked about their hope and faith 
in Jesus. 

Walter shared with the team that they were like the California 
redwoods created by God. The redwoods can’t stand alone 
because of their shallow root system, so they are naturally found 
in groves. He went on to explain that our team couldn’t stand on 
its own, but stands together with God’s word, intertwined to 
make us stronger.

All this, in just one week. Construction tools and human 
expertise had been used throughout the week, but the most 
important work accomplished, through the Spirit’s guidance, was 
the relationships that were built—with Walter and Martha, with 
the seminary staff, with those who work in the Bethel hardware 
and grocery stores, and the list goes on. Troy later shared, “We 
absolutely loved the people we met throughout the trip.”

Ironically, one of the first groups to benefit from this team’s work 
was another AMC team heading to Goodnews Bay who found 
themselves stranded in Bethel due to a weather delay and turned 
to our friends at the seminary to provide a night of much-needed 
respite in one of the dormitories.

This Colorado team entered this community for the first time 
last July, but I have a pretty good feeling that they will want to 
return next summer to continue their building—physically and 
relationally, all in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior!
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Up, Up, and Away! 

Would you like to learn more 
about what I do or about the 
AMC ministry? Please let me 
know. My travels this fall/winter 
include the following locations:  

• St. John, Ocala, FL Nov. 10-11 

• Sioux Falls, SD Nov. 19-23 

• St. Luke, Itasca, IL Dec. 1-2 

• Peace, Lombard, IL Dec. 8-9 

• Albuquerque/Santa Fe, NM 
Dec. 18-23 

• Anchorage in mid-January  

I would love the opportunity to 
connect with you! 


