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 Once a year the Native 

people of Alaska have a large 

gathering called  Alaska Federation 

of Natives (AFN).  This gathering 

allows people from all over the state 

to get together and to talk about the 

needs and the strengths of their 

communities.  As I walked around 

the exhibit hall, I was impressed by 

the wide variety and incredible 

quality of the native artwork.  There 

were also booths that told of services 

that were designed to help native 

communities in Alaska.  One of my 

favorites is “Forget Me Not” the 

organization started by Samuel Johns 

a young native man from Copper 

Center.  He is using social media to 

reconnect homeless people with their 

families.  AFN is a great gathering with a 

great purpose. 

  However, on the last day of the 

conference while people were still milling 

around.  A young man lost hope and leapt 

from the third floor of the convention 

center  and landed in the lobby below.  

This tragic suicide poignantly pointed out 

the deep hurts and needs in the native 

community.  It affected people deeply.   

 This man’s very public suicide 

was on the heels of a suicide spree in the 

little community of Hooper Bay.  Four 

people took their lives in that Southwest 

Alaska community in 16 days.   Rural 

Alaska has one of the highest suicide rates 

in the world.  We pray and grieve for the 

communities that have suffered through 

these terrible tragedies.   

 These terrible tragedies are 

reminders of the urgency of our mission in 

Alaska.  We send teams to isolated 

communities to boldly proclaim the hope 

that Jesus gives us.  Our volunteers forge 

relationships and love people in every 

community they go into, including Hooper 

Bay.  These relationships connect people 

with Jesus who is the true answer to their 

struggles.   

 Presently, we do not have a full 

time missionary in Southwest Alaska.  We 

know that we need to have a fulltime 

presence in addition to our Summer 

volunteers. We are praying, talking to 

people, and researching as we seek to 

discover how we will engage that part of 

the state.  Will it be a full time missionary 

in the Southwest?  Will it be a “Hope 

House” in Bethel?  Will it be some other 

sort of mission and ministry?  If you have 

input, we would love to hear from you.  

Whatever our next step in that part of the 

State is we know that our goal will be to 

bring hope to those that are hopeless 

through introducing them to our Hope—

Jesus Christ!   

Send your gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for 

Christ 

The Lutheran Center 

 8100 Arctic Blvd. 

 Anchorage, AK 99518-

3003 

Or online visit:  

www.alaskamissionforchrist

.org/contributions  

 

Thank the Lord for… 

...Pastor Keith and Stacey 

Aschenbeck’s new house 

in Tok! 

...Four young people who 

were baptized in Chitina 

in September. 

...Our new Licensed 

Deacon serving in 

Sterling and Cooper 

Landing! 

Pray for … 

...A new missionary for 

Southeast Alaska.  

...A clear vision for our 

mission in Southwest 

Alaska 

...Alaska Mission for 

Christ to have a bold 

witness in every 

community in Alaska. 

 

How Do We Give Hope by todd Roeske 

Native Elder Bob Marshall addresses a 
potlatch in Tanacross encouraging the people 
to put their faith in Jesus. 

http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/contributions
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Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first 
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can 
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.  
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are 
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation. 

Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we 
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along 
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better 
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther 
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools. 

I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for 
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these 
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills 
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and 
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska. 

In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages 
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been 
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have 
been answered. 

The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is 
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic 
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has 
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska. 

“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 
15:57 

 

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or 

pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you 

recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your 

“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-

ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select 

“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836. 

We had a wonderful and busy summer 

with many volunteers coming and 

going from the Anchorage and 

Fairbanks airports.  Our total numbers 

for the Summer were: 

484 Volunteers  

4771 people that were reached by Jesus 

49    communities 

Most of the servant events we 

sponsored were 

Vacation Bible 

Schools, but 

we also had 

some hammer 

and nail 

projects, an art 

camp and a few 

sports camps.  

We sponsored 

basketball 

camps in 

Kenny Lake 

and Tanacross. 

This was the first time these 

communities have had sports camps. 

We thank God for all the volunteers 

that came to share the love of Jesus 

with so many children and adults. 

Out of the 49 teams that served Alaska 

this summer only 3 of them were new 

teams that had never been here before.  

It is such a blessing to have so many 

teams that return each year.  I know at 

least one of those teams has been 

returning for 21 years.  The 

relationship that they have formed with 

the people in Tetlin, AK is so 

God was Busy This Summer 

Faith Lutheran 

Church in 

Juneau and AMC 

have a call list 

and are in the 

process of 

choosing a 

candidate to call 

to serve as 

Missionary to 

Southeast Alaska 

and Pastor of 

Faith Lutheran 

Church.  Please 

pray that God 

will bless this 

process and 

bring the right 

person to help us 

make a bold 

witness for Jesus 

in Southeast 

Alaska.   

important.  The tribal council wants to 

build a church in Tetlin.  The leaders 

on the council are some of the kids that 

began their faith walk in the AMC 

Vacation Bible School when they were 

young. 

These relationships that have been built 

over the last 20+ year are so important.  

Even 20 years ago, it was not as easy to 

keep in contact with the people that the 

volunteers met 

in their village 

or community.  

Now with 

social media, 

texting, and 

cell phones it 

has made it 

much easier to 

keep in touch 

with them.  

About 15 years 

ago, there was 

a family that 

lived 2 miles from the village and the 

only way they got any messages was if 

someone brought the message to them 

or they went into town.  Now they have 

internet, cell phones and e-mail so they 

can get messages from people from all 

over the country.  Our volunteers use 

this technology to stay in touch with 

the people they meet in the villages and 

to share with them the message God 

has for us. That message is the one we 

learn of in the Bible. So I encourage 

you to be in God’s word daily and 

share what you learn.    
 

Ruth Zellar 
 

Servant Event 
Coordinator 

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our online 

giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from your smart 

phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s Quick 

Response (QR) code reader! 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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Unsettled! That would be the 

word I would use to describe our 

family over the last few months. The 

summer ended great! Now, don’t get 

me wrong, the last few months have 

not been negative, but as a family we 

have simply been unsettled.  The two 

oldest boys and I left for Texas early in 

September. Stacey and the younger 

two followed in the latter half of the 

month. We then returned to Alaska at 

the very end of the month. Within our 

first week back I had to attend two 

different conferences with one in 

Copper Center and the other in 

Anchorage. During that time we were 

also trying to move into a new home. 

Not only have we been unpacking and 

settling kids back into school, I have 

also been busily trying to get 10 cords 

of wood cut and chopped in 

preparation for winter. 

So as I said, unsettled, is the 

word I would use to describe our 

family over the last few months. But, 

Unsettled 

How to Direct 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars: 

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/

thriventchoice. 

Step 2—Click on “log in” at 

the top right of your screen 

and enter your MyThrivent 

user ID and password. (If 

you haven’t registered on 

Thrivent.com, click on 

“register” to register.) 

Step 3—Look for your 

designated Choice Dollars 

on the right side of the 

screen. 

Step 4—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars” in the 

Thrivent Choice® box on 

your MyThrivent page. 

Step 5—Search the catalog 

of organizations to find 

Alaska Mission for Christ. 

Step 6—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars Now” to  

direct your designated 

Choice Dollars to benefit 

that Alaska Mission for 

Christ.. 

By Phone: 

Step 1— Call 1-800-847-

4836 and when prompted, 

say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Step 2—When prompted, 

say “Choice Dollars.” 

Step 3—Say or enter your 

Social Security number. 

Step 4—Press 1 to direct 

Choice Dollars or press 2 

to hear the Thrivent Choice 

program terms and 

conditions. 

Step 5—A representative 

will then work with you to 

direct Choice Dollars. 

even as we have been unsettled God 

continues to work numerous 

opportunities in our midst. Our 

whole family got involved helping 

out a family feed FORTY sled dogs 

after the husband unceremoniously 

removed portions of his thumb and 

fingers with a table saw. Tragedies 

like this allow us to share the love of 

Christ and we can’t help but think 

God has brought us here for these 

very moments. 

On a recent Sunday, the 

worship service was brought to a 

halt so that we could gather around 

a woman who had not been to 

church in years. As she broke down 

in tears at the love that Christ has 

for her, we were able to lift her up in 

prayer for strength and guidance.  

Yes, the changes over the 

last year and especially the last few 

months have left our family a bit 

unsettled for a time, but the peace 

and love of Christ are a constant 

unchanging foundation upon which 

we live every moment. Even in the 

midst of uncertainty, we have found 

that God continues to assure us of 

His unchanging love and lasting 

need for that light to be shared. 

Keith  
Aschenbeck 

 
Missionary to 

the Tanana 
River Valley 

Two of the boys help with the move! 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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You Can Help! 

Pray 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray 
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a 

prayer partner, write:  
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Volunteer 

We need both long and short term volunteers to help 
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS, 

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and 
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’ 

love.  For more information, contact: 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Give  

Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from 
people like you.  Either donate on line at 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to 
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard, 

Anchorage, AK  99518 

 
 

Contact Us 

Volunteer Coordinator                  
Ruth Zellar 

2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr 
Wasilla, AK  99654 

907-232-3823 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
 

Coordinator of Ministry 
Todd  Roeske 

HC60 Box 115E 
Copper Center, AK  99573 

907-259-5115 
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
 

Tanana River Valley Missionary 
Keith Aschenbeck 

537 Maes Way 
Tok, Alaska 99780 

979-716-9910 
keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Boulevard 
Anchorage, AK  99518 
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