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For the past 3 days I have been aboard
the MV Christian Boat . The boat is
owned by Lutheran Indian Ministries.
Steve Arlow is the  Captain.  We
visited 2 villages in southeast Alaska:
Kake and Angoon.

When we arrived in Kake,  I called our
contact person. When she answered the
phone, she was so excited to hear from
me especially since I was in her town.
I went and met her at the Boys and
Girls Club where she works. She
welcomed me with a warm hug.  She
told me about how God has blessed her
with being able to have the Boys and
Girls Club open all summer also.  Now
she will have employment all year
around.

We have a
team from
Woodbury,
Minnesota
that goes to
Kake every
summer.
They do
Vacation
Bible School
with the
elementary
children.  My
contact

person says that she also has some
projects for them this year at the Boys
and Girls Club when they arrive.

As we arrived Angoon, my contact
person came running down to the dock
to meet me.  It is so wonderful to be
able to meet these people face to face
instead of just on the phone.  They are

all very warm and welcoming and
happy to see me. They are also happy
to host our VBS teams that bring the
love of Jesus to their kids every
Summer.

Prayer has been a big part of this trip
and I have been able to pray with the
folks that I have been meeting with and
given them encouragement to continue
sharing Jesus with the folks in Kake
and Angoon.

The weather has been rainy,  but today
we stopped at the Baranof Warm
Springs. The rain stopped and we
could see wonderful waterfalls and
take a dip in the Warm Springs.  The
scenery was beautiful and we have also
seen lots of wildlife including
porpoises and whales.

As I leave, I pray that parents in these
villages will see God working in their
lives as they raise their children to trust
in the Lord.

Send your gifts to:

Alaska Mission for
Christ
The Lutheran Center
8100 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-

3003
Or online visit:

www.alaskamissionforchrist
.org/contributions

Thank the Lord for…
...the couple that is
coming to serve in
Cooper Landing and
Sterling for the Summer..

...the  close to 500
volunteers that are
planning to come to
Alaska this Summer.

...the love of Jesus!

Pray for …

...A new missionary for
Southeast Alaska.

...the Lord to send us a
new board member to
represent Southeast
Alaska.

...Alaska Mission for
Christ to have a bold
witness in every
community in Alaska.

It’s all about relationships by Ruth Zellar

Baranof Warm Springs

MV Christian



Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation.
Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools.
I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska.
In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have
been answered.
The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska.
“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians
15:57

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or
pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you
recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-
larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your
“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-
ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select
“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836.

We have been in Tok, Alaska for
almost four months as I sit to
write this letter to you.  We
thought much of these first few
months would simply involve
surviving the transition.  God had
other plans. We have found
ourselves thrust into many
opportunities to give witness to
His love.  Doors continue to open
around a variety of situations
through which we can share the
peace that comes only from our
Lord and Savior.

Stacey served as a substitute teacher for
several weeks in Mentasta.  She also bakes
food every Sunday morning for those who
come to services, and has made use of her
cooking skills for several families in need
of help.  I have served at dinners, food
pantry, been asked to pray at funerals, and
more.  Sunday services are opening the
way to Bible study opportunities and to
adult mid-week Bible Study classes.
Summer mission teams from AMC are
scheduled for the area and will impact the
villages as they have for years. Now with
the addition of our long-term presence to
carry their work on through the entire year,
teams will have an even greater impact .

Easter Morning we were blessed with over
40 people in attendance and a good number
of those were children.  The picture above

Invited to Share

This Summer we
are planning to
have almost 500
volunteers do VBS,
Sports Camps, Art
Camps and
Hammer and Nail
Projects to share
the love of Jesus in
about 50
communities.
Please pray that
all of our
volunteers will
have safe travel
and be effective
witnesses in the
communities to
which God is
sending them!

depicts the time I was able to share with the
children during the service.  Following the
service, we were invited to participate in a
community lunch at the Village Council
Hall.  I was not surprised when they asked
me to say a prayer for the meal, but I was
shocked when a couple people asked if I
would recap the message I had shared at
the Church earlier so that more people
could hear the Gospel!

This story is just one of the ways that God
has opened unexpected doors for the
sharing of his Word.  The people here are
in great need of your prayers, so please lift
them and their communities up each and
every day that they may know the only
peace that passes all understanding. Thank
you again for sharing in this ministry.

Keith
Aschenbeck

Missionary to
the Tanana

Valley

DEEPER NEEDS
Todd Roeske
Coordinator of Ministry

“We were wondering if you could
help us…”

I get a lot of requests.  Some of
them are very legitimate like asking
me to speak at a funeral or help with
a fund raising drive.  Some are less
so, like asking for money to buy
cigarettes or gas.  My human reac-
tion to the latter requests is to be-
come indignant. “I don’t smoke. So
why should I take my money from
my kids to buy you cigarettes? “

That kind of reaction is not help-

ful. What is helpful is to recognize
that every request is an opportunity
to share the love of Jesus.  I may not
be able to buy you cigarettes, but I
can take the time to listen to your
needs and struggles.  Usually, an

initial request is an attempt to fill an
immediate need.  However, often
there is  a deeper need behind the
request. “I need cigarettes” may
mean more than I am suffering nico-
tine withdrawal.  It may mean, “I
need a friend who cares about me.”
When I act as that friend, I can also
point the person to my friend, Jesus.

That is why AMC is such an im-
portant mission.  We bring Christian
volunteers into remote communities
where they can love people in the
name of Jesus.  Please join us in that
mission through prayer, through
volunteering or through your finan-
cial gifts.
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The wind slammed the doors
hard as I entered the Catholic
Church in Bethel Alaska.
Outside the snow was being
blown high into the air.  I
brushed myself off and was
led into the study of the priest
by his assistant.  The priest
was an older man with several
decades of ministry in this part
of Alaska.  He shared about
the work of the Catholic
Church and I explained the
work of the Alaska Mission
for Christ.  We looked for
areas where we could support
each other.  We prayed for one
another.  We discussed the need for
ministry to children in specific
villages.  For me these kinds of
conversations are common.  Even
though there are several denominations
working in SW Alaska the area is vast.
Resources for ministry are few, so we
come together.  This reality is reflected
in village life at its best.  People come
together to share what they have for the
good of all.  If you are a fisherman you
share fish.  If you are a hunter you
share your meat.  If you are an Elder
you share the wisdom you have gained
over the years. You give what you
have.  You give what you are.

As I pulled the parka over my head,
and prepared to walk back out into the
cold wind a question came to mind.  As
we work with people of other faith
traditions, what do we Lutherans
share?  Someone once called it our
Lutheran leaven.  It is not about
proving who is right and who is wrong.

Our Lutheran Leaven

How to Direct
Thrivent Choice
Dollars:
Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Step 2—Click on “log in” at
the top right of your screen
and enter your MyThrivent
user ID and password. (If
you haven’t registered on
Thrivent.com, click on
“register” to register.)

Step 3—Look for your
designated Choice Dollars
on the right side of the
screen.

Step 4—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars” in the
Thrivent Choice® box on
your MyThrivent page.

Step 5—Search the catalog
of organizations to find
Alaska Mission for Christ.

Step 6—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars Now” to
direct your designated
Choice Dollars to benefit
that Alaska Mission for
Christ..

By Phone:
Step 1— Call 1-800-847-
4836 and when prompted,
say “Thrivent Choice.”

Step 2—When prompted,
say “Choice Dollars.”

Step 3—Say or enter your
Social Security number.

Step 4—Press 1 to direct
Choice Dollars or press 2

to hear the Thrivent Choice
program terms and
conditions.

Step 5—A representative
will then work with you to
direct Choice Dollars.

And, it is not about blending in.  It
is about boldly sharing the gifts that
God has given us as a unique
community of  Lutheran believers.

For me our unique gifts were forged
in the solas of the Reformation:
Scripture alone, Grace alone, and
Faith alone.  They are easy to say,
but it’s a life long task to learn to
live, and minister by them.

For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is

not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no
one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

Follow us on Facebook!
http://
www.facebook.com/
alaskamissionforchrist

David Grosz

Missionary to
Southwest

Alaska

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our
online giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from
your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using

your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader!
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You Can Help!
Pray

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a

prayer partner, write:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Volunteer
We need both long and short term volunteers to help
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS,

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’

love.  For more information, contact:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Give
Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from

people like you.  Either donate on line at
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard,

Anchorage, AK  99518

Contact Us
Volunteer Coordinator

Ruth Zellar
2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr

Wasilla, AK  99654
907-232-3823

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Coordinator of Ministry
Todd  Roeske

HC60 Box 115E
Copper Center, AK  99573

907-259-5115
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Southwest Alaska Missionary
David Grosz

2189 N. Verde Dr
Palmer, AK  99645

907-631-8959
davidgrosz@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Tanana River Valley Missionary
Keith Aschenbeck

537 Maes Way
Tok, Alaska 99780

979-716-9910
keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Alaska Mission for Christ
8100 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK  99518
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