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“We appreciate you. You really help us,”
my friend said.  Another friend sitting next
to him shook his head in agreement.

I looked at them.  Both were pretty
inebriated and looking rough. “I don’t
know,” I countered.  “I am not sure that I
do you much good.”

“You don’t know.  What you do means a
lot.” he assured me.

That conversation got me thinking.  I
thought about two things.  One of them is
personal.  I wonder why I try to help
people.  Do I try to help people so that I
can get the “glory” when they turn around
their lives?  Or do I really help them
because I love them with Jesus’ love?  I
guess at this point it doesn’t matter
because I don’t have very many “glory”
stories to share.  People struggle with sin.
I love them and sometime they start to do
better.  Then sometimes I love them and
they do worse.  It gets discouraging
sometimes.

Even so, I can’t give up.  God hasn’t given
up on me.  He loves me and sticks with
me through all of my struggles so I love
the friends he has given me and walk with
them through their struggles.  I pray for
and dream for the day that they will be
free of their addictions and struggles.  I
want that to happen now in this world,
but I know that ultimately none of us will
be totally free until we are with Jesus in
eternity.

So that brings up my other question.
How can we best help people in their
struggles?  I don’t know the answer.  We
have tried programs and I have gotten lots
of advice.  At this point we have not hit on
a magic bullet.  All that I can do is love

people with the love that Jesus gives me
and pray for Jesus to make a difference.
Please join me in those prayers.

A Possibility for Tok

Alaska Mission for Christ has been looking
for a missionary to serve in the Tok area.
This missionary would carry on the work
that God did through our volunteer
Jeremy Faga.  Jeremy died in a car/moose
accident 11 years ago.

This month we have a pastor who is
coming to Alaska to explore if God might
be calling him to serve in the Tok area.
Pray for wisdom as AMC and this pastor
get to know each other and look at the
ministry opportunities.

If you would like to support this effort
financially please visit: http://
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/support/
jeremy-faga-missionary-support-fund.html
or send a contribution to:

Alaska Mission for Christ
The Lutheran Center
8100 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-3003

Send your gifts to:

Alaska Mission for
Christ
The Lutheran Center
8100 Arctic Blvd.
Anchorage, AK 99518-

3003
Or online visit:

www.alaskamissionforchrist
.org/contributions

Thank the Lord for…
...the VBS, Sports Camp
and Art Camp teams that
are committed to serving
in Alaska this Summer.

...the communities that
welcome our witness
each year.

...The risen Jesus who
lives to lead us in mission
to Alaska.

Pray for …

...the logistics of holding
over 50 volunteer events
this Summer.

...those caught in the web
of addiction .

...Alaska Mission for
Christ to have bold
witness in every
community in Alaska.

The Struggle by Todd Roeske, coordinator of Ministry

The Jeremy Faga Memorial on the Alas-
ka Highway between Fairbanks and Tok



Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation.
Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools.
I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska.
In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have
been answered.
The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska.
“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians
15:57

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or
pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you
recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-
larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your
“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-
ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select
“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836.

Every winter
the major
rivers in Alaska
freeze solid to
a depth of
several feet.
The frozen
rivers become
roads for not
only snow
machines, but
heavy trucks.
Every spring
the sun melts
the ice and it
begins to crack
and move.
This is a big
event in Alaska.  It’s called break-up.

In some places, people try to guess
when the ice will move.  When the ice
begins to move, it is such a spectacle
that school is let out so the children
can watch this
powerful act of
nature.

Some people live
very near the river,
and every spring
“zillions” of tons of
ice flow by their
homes.  This is OK as long as the ice
keeps moving.  However, last spring
the ice on the Yukon River backed up
and flooded many villages. Many
houses were lost or damaged. It will
take many months to repair all of the
damage.

Alaska Mission for Christ was asked to
join with other Christian organizations
to share the burden of repairing
damaged homes.  We gladly united in

Sharing the burden

Wanted:  Long term
Volunteer
Missionaries.

Alaska Mission for
Christ is looking for
long term missionary
volunteers to live and
serve in small Alaska
communities for a year
or more.  For more
information please
contact: Todd Roeske
toddroeske@alaskamis
sionforchrist.org (907)
259-5115

Jeremy Faga
Memorial Missionary
Support Fund:
Please join us as we
remember Jeremy’s
legacy by putting a
new Missionary in the
Tanacross area. http://
www.alaskamissionfor

christ.org/support/
jeremy-faga-missionary
-support-fund.html

the effort to provide needed home
repairs. In March, I flew out to a village
near the mouth of the Yukon with a
damage assessment team.  From these
assessments we made lists of needed
materials and tools. This Summer a

team of volunteers will
go to some of these
communities and help
the communities rebuild
their houses.

It is amazing what
Christians can do when
they cooperate around a

task!  Especially, when that task is to
witness to Jesus Christ through word
and deed.

We ask for your prayers for the safe
delivery of building materials, and
travel mercies for the volunteers
coming to Alaska.  We especially ask
that by the sharing of burdens, people
would see the love of Christ in action.
God may, once again, be using a flood
to renew his presence among a people.

David Grosz

Missionary to
SW Alaska

Carry each oth-
er’s burdens, and
in this way you
will fulfill the law
of Christ. Galatians 6:2
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This has been a
really busy year so
far and it looks
like it is about to
get even busier.
My husband,
Gerry, and I spent
from Jan 15 to
Feb 15 in the
lower 48 states
raising support for
Alaska Mission for
Christ.  We were
in Missouri,
Oklahoma and
Texas visiting
over 50 churches.
During that time we also went to a
mission conference and helped lead a
Volunteer In-Gathering in St. Louis.  That
gathering helped volunteers to share
resources and prepare for their summer
ministry in Alaska.

When we got home it was time to plan for
our daughter’s wedding.  She married her
best friend.  I gained two more
grandchildren.  That makes a total of 10
grandchildren and we only had two
children.  To make things even more
interesting, I got shingles right before the
wedding and a week after the wedding
Gerry had hip replacement.

So you can see it has been busy, but not
too busy to work with all the volunteers
that will be arriving in another month.  I
still do have a couple of places that could
use some help. So if you or you know
someone that could lend a hand with a
VBS or other servant event, please let me
know (907-232-3823).

HOW BUSY ARE YOU?

How to Direct
Thrivent Choice
Dollars:
Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice.

Step 2—Click on “log in” at
the top right of your screen
and enter your MyThrivent
user ID and password. (If
you haven’t registered on
Thrivent.com, click on
“register” to register.)

Step 3—Look for your
designated Choice Dollars
on the right side of the
screen.

Step 4—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars” in the
Thrivent Choice® box on
your MyThrivent page.

Step 5—Search the catalog
of organizations to find
Alaska Mission for Christ.

Step 6—Click on “Direct
Choice Dollars Now” to
direct your designated
Choice Dollars to benefit
that Alaska Mission for
Christ..

By Phone:
Step 1— Call 1-800-847-
4836 and when prompted,
say “Thrivent Choice.”

Step 2—When prompted,
say “Choice Dollars.”

Step 3—Say or enter your
Social Security number.

Step 4—Press 1 to direct
Choice Dollars or press 2

to hear the Thrivent Choice
program terms and
conditions.

Step 5—A representative
will then work with you to
direct Choice Dollars.

Through all this busyness God has been
working through me to bring others to
know Jesus.  Just the other day I had
someone at the grocery store ask me if
I knew who Jesus is.  They saw the
cross that I was wearing and had some
questions about how God could help
them.  I told them that God has a plan
for their life. Then I shared this
Scripture passage: “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Jeremiah
29:11”

I pray that you are not too busy share
the love of Jesus with others.

Thank the Lord!
We have a volunteer serving Cooper
Landing and Sterling for a month this
Summer.  We are still looking for a
long term pastor or lay minister to
serve there year round.

Follow us on Facebook!
http://
www.facebook.com/
alaskamissionforchrist

Ruth Zellar

Servant
Events

Coordinator

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our
online giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from
your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using

your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader!

Ruth’s daughter and
new son-in-law.

Beaver tails are a traditional dish at
Athabascan Potlatch ceremonies.
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You Can Help!
Pray

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a

prayer partner, write:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Volunteer
We need both long and short term volunteers to help
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS,

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’

love.  For more information, contact:
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Give
Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from

people like you.  Either donate on line at
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard,

Anchorage, AK  99518

Contact Us
Volunteer Coordinator

Ruth Zellar
2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr

Wasilla, AK  99654
907-232-3823

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Coordinator of Ministry
Todd  Roeske

HC60 Box 115E
Copper Center, AK  99573

907-259-5115
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Southwest Alaska Missionary
David Grosz

2189 N. Verde Dr
Palmer, AK  99645

907-631-8959
davidgrosz@alaskamissionforchrist.org

Alaska Mission for Christ
8100 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK  99518
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