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God has a funny way of putting things in 
order sometimes. Through happenstance 
(or better yet, God's will), we had a visitor 
to Faith many months ago who had visited 
a relative in Tenakee Springs.  She 
worshipped with us before she flew out 
that evening and we exchanged contact 
information. 

Emails were sent, prayers were petitioned, 
and details were finally ironed out.  We 
were able to coordinate schedules for a 
worship service to be conducted in the 
community chapel on April 20th. 

Getting to Tenakee Springs would be no 
easy feat.  The community of about 90 
residents is served exclusively by a twice-
weekly ferry and daily float-plane 
service.  I booked my air travel with 
Alaska Seaplanes and planned a service 
utilizing Prayer and Preaching from our 
hymnal.   

The day of travel was a typical spring day 
in the Southeast: gusting winds over 40 
mph and sheets of rain.  The 25-minute 
flight was adventurous, to say the least. 
Thanks be to God we made a gliding 
touchdown onto the waters of the inlet.   

I was greeted with a warm welcome at the 
pier and quickly settled into the small 
apartment above the chapel.  Dinner was a 

true delight, with the main dish being fresh
-caught halibut.  The next day I was given 
a walking tour of the town as the only 
vehicle is the lone fire truck.  The beauty 
of this place is amazing! I was treated to 
see a family of humpback whales and sea 
otters just off the shore! 

I conducted the service  at 12:30 in the 
community chapel.  We sang hymns 
acapella. I preached a sermon on John 
10.  Six were in attendance as well as T.T. 
the miniature Schnauzer (who was smartly 
dressed a small blue vest).  We concluded 
the service by praying for the needs of the 
community.      

I flew out that afternoon and the flight was 
far less "sporty."  I thank God for 

this opportunity to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ into this 
isolated and beautiful village in 

Southeast Alaska.  Pray for the 
people of this village and for the 

continued growth of relationships.  I 
can only do this ministry because of 

your direct financial support.  I thank 
you for your support and prayers, 
and the people of Tenakee Springs 

thank you!     

Aaron Spratt                     

Missionary to Southwest Alaska 

Please Pray... 

-For  our 39 Summer teams 

that will be serving 35 

communities this Summer 

with the Good News of Jesus. 

Pray that the Lord will bless 

all of our volunteers and the 

people they serve. 

-For Pastor  Andy Carlson and 

his outreach in Seldovia.  

Andy travels once a month to 

this remote community to 

hold worship services. 

-For Tanacross.  Our 

Missionary to the Tanana 

Valley, Keith Aschenbeck, 

has taken a call to Victoria, 

TX.  Please pray for us as we 

seek God’s will going forward 

in mission in Tanacross and 

the surrounding communities. 

Provide… 

Send your gifts to: Alaska 

Mission for Christ 

 8100 Arctic Blvd. 

 Anchorage, AK 99518-3003 

Or online visit: 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.o

rg/contributions  

 

Participate… 

Join a team. Find out more at 

AlaskaMissionforChrist.org 

A Worship Service For All of God’s Creation 

The Community Chapel in Tenakee Springs 

http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/contributions
http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/contributions
alaskamissionforchrist.org


Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first 
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can 
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.  
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are 
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation. 

Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we 
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along 
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better 
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther 
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools. 

I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for 
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these 
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills 
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and 
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska. 

In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages 
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been 
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have 
been answered. 

The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is 
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic 
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has 
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska. 

“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 
15:57 

 

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or 

pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you 

recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your 

“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-

ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select 

“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836. 

God sends us kids.  We are not always 
sure how to deal with them, but lately 
we have had a plethora of little people in 
worship in Copper Center.   A couple of 
weeks ago, we had close to 30 kids 
under 14 out of 58 people in church.  
Most of them do not have a parent or 
guardian with them.  They either come 
on the van we provide, hitch a ride with 
a friend, or their parents drop them off.   

It is a blessing to have lots of kids in 
worship, but it is also a challenge.  Most 
of these kids are not used to being in 
church. They are not sure how to 
behave.  When kids get loud, (as kids 
invariably do at times) adults get cranky. 
When kids have to sit quietly for too 
long, kids get cranky. We have a small 
nursery for babies, but the majority of 
kids are preteens and young school age 
kids—too old for the nursery.  We don’t 
have the staff or the room in our 
building to run a parallel children’s 
church program. 

So we are praying for wisdom.  We want 
the kids to be in worship and hearing 

Lots of Kids 

NEEDED: A 
Special 
Missionary  
Alaska Mission for 
Christ is seeking a 
missionary to 
prayerfully discover 
the needs of the people 
of Southwest Alaska 
through listening 
and learning. The 
missionary will then  
develop, fund, and 
implement a culturally 
sensitive vision to 
facilitate a bold 
effective witness and 
make disciples in that 
region.  For more 
information contact: 

Todd Roeske 
907-259-5115 

God’s Word.  At the same time, we want 
the adults that come to be able to focus 
and grow in their faith by listening to 
God’s Word without being distracted by 
the kids.     

We haven’t found the solution, but you 
need to hear the story of one of the 
kids.  One boy who is about 9 years old 
called and asked for a ride in the van.  
He came all by himself. He decided not 
to sit with the other kids in the back.  
He sat up front, next to me.  He 
followed along with the liturgy and 
sang all of the songs.  He volunteered 
to help with the offering and collecting 
communion cups.  He listened to the 
sermon and the readings.  I wonder 
what God is doing in his heart.   

Jesus said, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”   (Matthew 19:14)   So pray that 
God will guide us to find ways to 
patiently and lovingly lead these little 
children to Jesus. 

Todd Roeske 
 

Coordinator of 
Ministry 

Pray for VBS in Copper Center June 2018 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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A team of volunteers have travelled to 
Nunapitchuk, Alaska, to lead a Vacation 
Bible School for local children and 
families for many years.  Nunapitchuk is a 
Yup’ik village located in southwestern 
Alaska.  The village is situated along the 
Johnson River on wet, low-lying 
tundra.  In these conditions there 
are no roads or automobile traffic.  
Instead, the village is connected 
by a network of elevated, wooden 
boardwalks. 

Many children in Nunapitchuk 
love to ride bicycles.  They ride on 
the boardwalks, mostly with bmx 
type bikes with smooth tires that 
will grip the wood and roll 
smoothly.  Rain makes the wood 
slippery.  Children often ride 
together, or to a friend’s house, 
the store or school or just to be 
outside having fun.  I still recall 
the adventure and freedom of 
riding bikes like that when I was a 
kid.  Children often ride their bikes to VBS 
and park them out front of the school. 

The VBS team picks a nice evening to put 
on on a Bike Jamboree.  The event is 
announced over the VHF radio which is 
present in nearly every home.  Children 
come to ride, and adults come to watch and 
cheer.  Machines are checked and jockeys 
pin on a number.  There are bike games, 
drills, skill challenges, races with a 
LeMans start, snacks, and prizes.  The 
wheelie competition is a favorite, and our 

Riding Bikes Nunapitchuk Style 

How to Direct 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars: 

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/

thriventchoice. 

Step 2—Click on “log in” at 

the top right of your screen 

and enter your MyThrivent 

user ID and password. (If 

you haven’t registered on 

Thrivent.com, click on 

“register” to register.) 

Step 3—Look for your 

designated Choice Dollars 

on the right side of the 

screen. 

Step 4—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars” in the 

Thrivent Choice® box on 

your MyThrivent page. 

Step 5—Search the catalog 

of organizations to find 

Alaska Mission for Christ. 

Step 6—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars Now” to  

direct your designated 

Choice Dollars to benefit 

that Alaska Mission for 

Christ.. 

By Phone: 

Step 1— Call 1-800-847-

4836 and when prompted, 

say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Step 2—When prompted, 

say “Choice Dollars.” 

Step 3—Say or enter your 

Social Security number. 

Step 4—Press 1 to direct 

Choice Dollars or press 2 

to hear the Thrivent Choice 

program terms and 

conditions. 

Step 5—A representative 

will then work with you to 

direct Choice Dollars. 

pastor will mark the front wheel 
touchdowns with chalk to ensure 
everything is fair. 

We also take bike parts and tools to the 
village to prepare the children’s 

machines for a summer of use: Flat tires 
aired, loose bolts tightened, seats 
adjusted, rusty chains lubricated and 
worn out components replaced.  As the 
wrenches turn, relationships are 
developed through a common interest.  
While not the principle reason we go to 
Nunapitchuk, an interest in bicycles 
became a fun way to serve our 
neighbor.    

Joe Pollack  Volunteer from Zion 
Lutheran Church in Anchorage 

“Let the little 
children come to 
me, and do not 
hinder them, for 
the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to 
such as these.”  
 Matthew 19:14 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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You Can Help! 

Pray 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray 
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a 

prayer partner, write:  
tellmemore@amclcms.org 

Participate 
We need both long and short term volunteers to help 
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS, 

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and 
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’ 

love.  For more information, contact: 
tellmemore@amclcms.org 

Provide 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on gifts from 
people like you.  Either donate online at 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to 
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard, 

Anchorage, AK  99518 

 
Don’t forget to find us on Facebook! 

Contact Us 

Servant Event Coordinator                  
Jan Bruick 

1101 N. 5th St. 
Seward, NE 68434 

402.641.9691  
janbruick@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
 

Coordinator of Ministry 
Todd  Roeske 

HC60 Box 115E 
Copper Center, AK  99573 

907.259.5115 
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
 
 

Southeast/Juneau Missionary 
Aaron Spratt 

2500 Sunset Dr. 
Juneau, AK 99801  

360.969.6869 
aaronspratt@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

8100 Arctic Boulevard 
Anchorage, AK  99518 

Return Service Requested 
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