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“My name is Aaron 
Spratt, my wife Amanda 
and I are originally from 
Indiana and we have 
been married for 20 
years this November.  
We have 5 sons: Aaron 
(15), Ryan (13), 
Matthew (12), Peter (2), 
and Julian (1 mo.).  I 
enlisted in the Navy 
while in high-school and 
have spent the last 21 
years serving on active 
duty and in the reserves 
as a weather man and a 
pilot.  Military service has taken us to 
many places; from Rhode Island to San 
Diego to Florida to Washington; but we 
call Whidbey Island, WA home.  We enjoy 
any and all outdoor activities including 
hiking, 
camping, 
kayaking, 
fishing, running, 
and riding 
bicycles. (All of 
which SE 
Alaska has to 
offer, I hear!) 

I have a passion 
to shine the light of Jesus Christ into a sin-
darkened world.  Jesus Christ has the 
words of eternal life and he offers to all 
people the gift of salvation through His 
shed blood, death, and resurrection.  Yet, 
the mission of Christ can’t and isn’t to be 
done alone.  Workers of His field come 
from all backgrounds; some plow, some 
plant, and some reap.   

As we prepare to serve SE Alaska we look 
forward to establishing relationships with a 
multitude of God’s people.  It is through 
the encouragement of our supporters that 
we have such great comfort and 
confidence.  Juneau and many of the 

communities of SE Alaska are isolated and 
hard to reach, but each and every one of 
the 70,000+ people of SE Alaska are 
important to God.  The people of SE 
Alaska are so important that the Father has 

sent His Son to 
die for their 
sins and give 
them the gift of 
eternal life.  
The many 
small com-
munities of 
Alaska can feel 
lonely, but we 

are never alone for we have a God that 
dwells with His people and promises to 
never leave us nor forsake us! 

The harvest field of Alaska is plentiful and 
we look forward to serving the saints of 
Faith Lutheran Church in Juneau and all 
the people of SE Alaska with Alaska 
Mission for Christ.  Please pray for us as 
we begin the process of raising up a 
support network starting this May!” 

In Christ,  

 

Aaron Spratt and family 

aaronspratt@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Send your gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for 

Christ 

The Lutheran Center 

 8100 Arctic Blvd. 

 Anchorage, AK 99518-3003 

Or online visit:  

www.alaskamissionforchrist.o

rg/contributions  

Support Aaron 

and Family 

If you would like to support 

Aaron and family in their new  

mission, please make a note 

on the memo line: Southeast/

Juneau Ministry. 

Mission Opportunity 

Does anyone know a nurse 

who would like an adventure 

for a year or more? We are 

looking for a nurse that could 

work at a Christian clinic  

with pay and then help in a 

congregation as they reach out 

to the community. If you or 

someone you know is 

interested, have them contact: 

toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Please Pray... 

-For Alaska Mission for 

Christ’s future plans in 

Southwest Alaska 

-For all of the teams coming 

to Alaska to serve this 

summer. 

-For Alaskans to have Hope! 

New Missionary for southeast Alaska! 

“How tHen will tHey call on Him in 

whom they have not believed? And 

how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without 

someone preacHing?” rom. 10:14 
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Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first 
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can 
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.  
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are 
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation. 

Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we 
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along 
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better 
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther 
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools. 

I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for 
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these 
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills 
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and 
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska. 

In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages 
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been 
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have 
been answered. 

The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is 
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic 
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has 
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska. 

“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 
15:57 

 

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or 

pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you 

recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your 

“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-

ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select 

“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836. 

As teams begin arriving in 
June for servant events, I 
am reminded of my first 
experience with the people 
of Alaska. In summer of 
2008, my husband and I 
traveled to Kake, AK with 
an AMC team.  While 
there, we held a basketball 
camp and helped with the 
Elder’s culture camp.  It 
was an experience our 
Lord used to stretch and 
mold me. I also remember 
the planning that went on 
behind the scenes and the 
immense flexibility needed 
before and during our trip.  Our team 
didn’t really know what to expect once 
we arrived in Kake, but we trusted that 
the Lord would keep us in His care. 
We knew that we were going there 
with a job to do- joyfully!  When we 
commit our work to the Lord as His 
own, we can be sure that He will use 
us for His purposes.  We come before 

Commit Your Work to the LORD! 

 

 
Commit your 

work to the 

Lord,  and 

your plans 

will be 

established.  

 
              -Proverbs 16:3 

Him with humble hearts and He guides 
His servants to work. It may not be 
what we are expecting, but we know 
that in Christ all of our works come 
together for the sake of the 
Gospel.  And I’m pretty sure we can all 
agree that the Gospel is some very 
Good Work! 

Brittany  

Brittany  
Baumgartner 

 

Servant Event  
Coordinator 

Within a couple of months, Alaska Mission for Christ will have hundreds of volunteers going to about 40 communities 
to do VBS programs, sports camps, art camps, and hammer and nail servant events.  Volunteers have been busily raising 
money and preparing for these trips.  They will cost a lot of money and take a lot of time.  Are they worth it?   

The volunteers would readily tell you that they think that the trip is worth it.  They grow in their faith and get to 
understand a new culture and a new way of seeing the world.  They go back to their homes energized and ready to 
proclaim Jesus at home.  That is a wonderful side benefit of Alaska Mission for Christ, but we do not do the work we do 

simply to give a good experience to volunteers.   

We do our programs so that Jesus is proclaimed in these communities.  
We want to encourage Christians and evangelize pre-Christians.  Last 
Fall, I wrote about the baptism of a young man who was in in our VBS 
program last Summer.  Another young men who attended the baptism 
was also at our VBS program last Summer.  He asked if he could also be 
baptized.  I told him that we would need to talk to his grandparents (They 
are his guardians).  He talked to his grandparents and kept talking to 
them until his grandmother called me and said, “He really wants to be 
baptized.”  So the week after Easter, we dragged a stock tank into the 
back of the church and watched God do the miracle of adopting this nine 
year old boy and forgiving his sins.  When I look at those two young 
people I know that the VBS and other programs that we do are worth it.  
Over a third of the baptisms that I have done since coming to Alaska 
have been as a direct result of contacts we made at VBS.  God uses VBS    
to bring children to himself.  Is it worth it?  I’ll let you answer that. Todd 

Is it worth it?    By Todd Roeske  Coordinator of Ministry 

2008 AMC Team from Woodbury Lutheran, MN  

The sun rises over Deacon Bob as we 
celebrate the resurrection in Copper Center 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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Worship opportunities in the Lower 
48 can easily be taken for granted. 
In many places there are a myriad 
of services, times, and styles to 
choose from. Even in Tok a person 
has several options. In many 
Alaskan villages, however, there 
may only be one or even no chance 
to go to Church. That is the 
situation in Tetlin that has had no 
regular worship opportunities. 
Regular Worship is an integral part 
to the life of a Christian (Hebrews 
10:19-25) and one of the major 
goals of AMC.  Your prayers and 
support have accomplished 
amazing things and are greatly 
appreciated by 
us and the 
people we are 
privileged to 
serve in the 
Upper Tanana 
Valley. 

From a full 
Church in 
Tanacross on 
Easter 
morning, the 
purchase of a 
12 passenger 4
-wheel drive 
van, to the start of regular worship 
in Tetlin beginning April 30 there 
are a lot of things to be celebrating 
as we move into Spring and 
Summer here in the Upper Tanana 
Valley of Alaska. God has been 
good! 

Certainly, many challenges still lay 
ahead. New items for ministry (van) 
and opportunities for worship 
(Tetlin) also bring the challenges of 
worldly realities.  The biggest ones 
for us come in the increased 

New Blessings New Challenges 

How to Direct 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars: 

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/

thriventchoice. 

Step 2—Click on “log in” at 

the top right of your screen 

and enter your MyThrivent 

user ID and password. (If 

you haven’t registered on 

Thrivent.com, click on 

“register” to register.) 

Step 3—Look for your 

designated Choice Dollars 

on the right side of the 

screen. 

Step 4—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars” in the 

Thrivent Choice® box on 

your MyThrivent page. 

Step 5—Search the catalog 

of organizations to find 

Alaska Mission for Christ. 

Step 6—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars Now” to  

direct your designated 

Choice Dollars to benefit 

that Alaska Mission for 

Christ.. 

By Phone: 

Step 1— Call 1-800-847-

4836 and when prompted, 

say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Step 2—When prompted, 

say “Choice Dollars.” 

Step 3—Say or enter your 

Social Security number. 

Step 4—Press 1 to direct 

Choice Dollars or press 2 

to hear the Thrivent Choice 

program terms and 

conditions. 

Step 5—A representative 

will then work with you to 

direct Choice Dollars. 

obligations of 
time and 
resources.  Please 
keep us in prayer 
as we seek God’s 
wisdom for how 
to best schedule 
our time and His 
supply to provide 
for the 
maintenance of 
new resources 
(i.e. insurance, 
studded tires, oil 
changes, etc.) 

This coming summer we look 
forward to the arrival of 5-6 
summer mission teams to our 
area. These teams will be 
working in Northway, Tanacross 
and Tetlin conducting Vacation 
Bible School, basketball camps, 
and doing work projects. There 
will also be a some repair done 
on our house. Please keep them, 
their travel, service, and families 
in prayer.  

Keith 

Keith Aschenbeck 
 

Missionary to the 
Tanana River  

Valley 

A Successful Easter Egg Hunt for 

a child in Tanacross 

12 Passenger 4-wheel drive Van to be used 

for ministry in the Upper Tanana Valley  

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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You Can Help! 

Pray 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray 
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a 

prayer partner, write:  
bbaumgartner@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Volunteer 

We need both long and short term volunteers to help 
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS, 

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and 
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’ 

love.  For more information, contact: 
bbaumgartner@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Give  

Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from 
people like you.  Either donate on line at 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to 
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard, 

Anchorage, AK  99518 

 
Don’t forget to find us on Facebook! 

Contact Us 

Servant Event Coordinator                  
Brittany Baumgartner 

PO Box 670150 
Chugiak, AK 99567  

907.310.0341 
bbaumgartner@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
Coordinator of Ministry 

Todd  Roeske 
HC60 Box 115E 

Copper Center, AK  99573 
907.259.5115 

toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Tanana River Valley Missionary 
Keith Aschenbeck 

PO BOX 537 
Tok, Alaska 99780 

979.716.9910 
keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Southeast/Juneau Missionary 
Aaron Spratt 

12711 Stellhorn Rd. 
New Haven, IN 46774 

360.969.6869 
aaronspratt@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

8100 Arctic Boulevard 
Anchorage, AK  99518 

Return Service Requested 
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