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The Big Wait 
“We’re expecting!” exclaimed a joyful mom-to-be as she 
announced that she and her husband would be welcoming their 
newborn in just nine months. Nine months…lots of planning, lots 
of wonder, lots of decisions, lots of waiting! In nine months, their 
lives would be changed forever.

I can relate—not currently to the pregnancy, but to the nine-
month timeframe.  I have been working as Servant Event 
Coordinator for the past nine months. Hours upon hours since 
August have been spent planning, wondering, making decisions, 
and waiting! 

It is finally time!  Time for summer teams to arrive into Alaska to 
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Pray 

✦ Pastor Carl and Darlene 
Lilienkamp from Wayne, 
Nebraska, as they serve as 
the host couple for all our 
summer mission teams who 
travel through Anchorage. 

✦ Safe travel and strength for 
the summer season is 
desired for all AMC staff and 
volunteers. May God open 
doors for ministry 
opportunities in His timing. 

Provide 

God provides for all of our 
needs—big and small, He 
knows them all. If you would 
like to learn more about AMC’s 
mission and ministry service 
throughout the state, go to 
Facebook and “like” Alaska 
Mission for Christ! 

Participate 

It’s never too early to plan for 
2019.  Short-term mission 
teams are needed next 
summer! To learn more, 
contact me: 
janbruick@amclcms.org
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carry out the mission of AMC: 

Facilitating a bold witness to Jesus Christ in every 
community in Alaska 

Each of the 39 teams will go about their mission and ministry as 
they have planned, reaching into communities with VBS, sports, 
fine arts, and healthy kids camps, as well as hammer & nails 
projects.  And, just like the new parents expecting that new baby, 
my life, along with our volunteers’ lives, will be changed forever, 
as well as the communities served. 

As of June 8, two VBS teams have deployed to Nunapitchuk and 
Tuluksak in southwest Alaska, and one team has served in the 
Mountain View area of Anchorage.   

What a joy to hear of record numbers of 
children attending the VBS in 
Nunapitchuk on the first day. The 
boardwalk Bicycle Jamboree was also a 
great success as children raced through 
obstacle courses and performed “wheelies” 
on their repaired bikes (to learn more, go 
to the May newsletter at: 
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org). This team 
was also blessed to lead the Sunday Song 
Service in the newly built Moravian Church. The proclamation of 
God’s greatness was expressed by attendees singing “How Great 
Thou Art” in the English and Yup’ik languages.  

This is the first of many reports we will rejoice over this summer 
as God leads these volunteers to share His love with those they 
meet. All of the planning, wonder, decision-making and waiting is 
coming to fruition.

As volunteers make their final plans for mission service, we wait 
in anticipation for all of the blessings 
that God has in store for us.  May He 
fill our days with wonder and 
excitement as we share the hope that 
we have in Jesus, our Savior, to the 
people in the Land of the Midnight 
Sun.
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Day-to-Day in Alaska 

Daylight! No dark summer skies 
filled with lightning bugs or stars 
in these summer skies. Daylight 
rules here 24/7. Sleeping can be 
a challenge. 

Flights! Lower 48 flights arrive 
mostly during the “sleeping 
hours”of 1 - 3 am. However, we 
are happy to meet our volunteers 
and shuttle them over to an 
Anchorage church for rest at any 
hour. 

Summer road construction! It’s 
no different here except that 
most projects are completed in 
the overnight hours—when airport 
shuttle runs are necessary. 

Temperatures! Alaskans consider 
70 degrees warm—72 is hot! I’ve 
learned to dress in layers and to 
enjoy the sunny, warm days. 

Beauty! The snow-capped 
mountains, blooming flowers, 
and bright blue sky are reminders 
of God’s creative goodness.  

Jazzercise! My membership 
transferred, and I am able to take 
a class 5 days per week to stay 
physically and mentally healthy. 

Technology! My family is thankful 
to connect each week using 
technology, although I’m excited 
to welcome Scott, my husband, 
here for a week later this month. 
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