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Shake-Up! 
The Nov. 30 earthquake literally “shook up” the Mat-Su Valley, as 
well as the city of Anchorage. As the first pictures rolled into our 
“lower 48” news feeds, we saw the devastating cracks and crevices 
showing cars stranded on “islands of concrete.” In a matter of 
days, however, the roads were repaired and life returned to 
“normal”. Of course, aftershocks continue, and there are 
continued reports of houses with structural damage. However, 
the process to rectify housing issues is slow as grant-request 
paperwork needs to be completed, and eventually approved. We 
appreciate the many who have reached out to offer work team 
assistance; however,  a timeline for those structural repairs has 
not been identified. (cont’d on page 2)
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Pray 

✦ Earthquake aftershocks 
continue in the Anchorage 
area. Pray for God’s peace to 
surround residents who must 
deal with these frequent 
disruptions. 

✦ For Christ’s love to shine 
brightly through AMC’s 
ongoing outreach in Alaska. 

✦ For new short-term mission 
teams who are forming to 
serve with AMC this summer. 

Provide 

We are blessed by those who 
have generous hearts for our 
ministry and who want to be 
involved in providing the 
necessary resources for  
continued ministry in Alaska. 
Learn more at: 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Participate 

Work & Witness teams will be 
serving this summer in 
building and repair projects in 
Alaskan communities, all while 
sharing their faith. Praise God 
for these volunteers!

ALASKA MISSION FOR CHRIST 
Facilitating a bold witness to Jesus Christ in every community in Alaska
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(cont’d from page 1)

In the midst of this earthly “shake up,” God was in the process of 
“shaking up” the ministry opportunities for Alaska Mission for 
Christ. We received word that a group of Lutheran short-term 
mission teams, serving in the communities north of Fairbanks 
with another mission agency, were interested in possibly joining 
with AMC in short-term mission ministry. This has, indeed, come 
to fruition. 

We are excited to welcome these new teams to join with the 39 
teams from last summer, making our total team count for this 
summer between 50-60 total. This is certainly a ministry “shake 
up” as God enables us to put into place all that is needed to 
accommodate this significant increase in volunteers.

When “shake ups” occur in life, be it from an earthquake or an 
unexpected challenge we may face, we are reminded to turn to 
our stable Rock and Redeemer. In I Samuel 2:2, we hear these 
words of comfort: “There is none holy like the Lord, for there is none 
besides You; there is no rock like our God” (ESV). God, our Rock, is 
with us during times of instability. During my trip to Anchorage 
and Bethel this month, I drove around Turnagain Arm and 
captured the picture on the previous page. This provides the 
visual I needed to remember that God is, indeed, my Rock, my 
Strength, in the midst of times of “shake up.”

We are also reminded in Psalm 71:3 that we serve a God who is 
our Refuge and Fortress: “Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may 
continually come; You have given the command to save me, for You are my 
rock and my fortress” (ESV). This is solid, “hard as a rock” good 
news in times when challenges come our way. Our Triune God is 
with us every day providing a Rock and Refuge, sometimes at the 
very time we realize that we need it.

Ministry expansion prayers have certainly been answered. These 
new teams will serve in the areas of VBS and Work & Witness 
(previously hammer & nails) teams in numerous communities 
including Venetie, Ambler, Deering, and Arctic Village. 

Be thankful for these times of “shake up” so that we can learn to 
rely on our God of Refuge. He is our Rock in whom we can trust. 
Stand firm on His strength and power!
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If you or your congregation 
would like to explore the idea of 
short-term or long-term mission 
service in Alaska, I would love the 
opportunity to connect with you. 
Please reach me via phone: 
402.641.9691 or email: 
janbruick@amclcms.org. A variety 
of ways to serve are awaiting in 
the Land of the Midnight Sun! 

AMC recognizes that we need 
YOU to assist us with ministry in 
Alaska. That is why we are excited 
to welcome short-term mission 
teams from these lower 48 
congregations to the AMC 
“ministry family”: 

St. John—Conover, NC 

Redeemer—Deer River, MN 

Trinity—Mission & Shawnee, KS 

Faith—Bridgeport, MI 

Mt. Olive—Weston, WI 
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