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Licensed Deacon, Gerry Zellar flew down to
Idaho to meet with Keith Aschenbeck and his
family.  Gerry has driven the Alaska Highway
several times so he volunteered to drive Keith’s U
-hail and serve as a modern day “Sacagawea”
for the trip.  Here are Gerry’s thoughts.

I joined Keith and family in Couer d’Alene,
Idaho. I had a beautiful weekend with the people
from Christ the King Lutheran Church.

On Monday, we waited until the garage finished
converting the car from a Texas climate car to
one able to survive the harsh winters of interior
Alaska. They installed things like an engine
heater and mixed the antifreeze  2 parts antifreeze
to 1 part water so the car will survive at -60º F.
They added studded tires for icy snow packed
roads which last for 6 months or more in Tok’s
winter. The garage did a great job checking
everything to make sure it was ready for the trip.
We were sure glad they did a thorough job
because they discovered the oil pan bolts were
only hand tight. That must have happened the last
time the dealership in Texas worked on it.

The Aschenbeck’s, their 4 children and a dog, had
a U-Haul truck packed so full it had very little
spring left. They also had a Suburban and a utility
trailer packed to the max.

When everything was finally ready, we left Couer
d’Alene at 3 PM and made it to Cranbrook British
Columbia 158 miles later. The border crossing
was painless thanks to good documentation on
Keith’s part. The next day, we went over the
Rockies, east to Calgary, north to Edmonton and
finally west to end the day in Whitecourt– 558
miles from where we started.

The next day with only some minor problems on
the trailer (which God kept from becoming
major) we pushed on to Dawson Creek, the start
of the Alaska highway, and on to Ft. Nelson. A
541 mile day.

There are 2 major problems with making the trip
this time of the year.  The first is lack of light for
driving. When we crossed into Canada we had
almost 8 hours of light. By the time we got to
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driving. When we crossed into Canada we had
almost 8 hours of light. By the time we got to
Alaska we had less than 6 hrs. The second is that
the highway is covered with hard packed snow or
ice. Because of the low angle of the sun, it does
not have the ability to melt snow and ice off of
the road. Salt mixed with sand is sometimes used
to melt snow, but it only works until the
temperature reaches 0ºF. When it gets colder than
that, the salt/sand melts only the top layer making
the road feel greasy. So sand alone is used. As
you get to Alaska, the sand freezes in the plow
truck so they use something coarser that I call pea
gravel. It does a job on the windshield.

We tried to run the rest of the trip making use of
the little light we had.  We made it to Watson
Lake, a 323 mile trip the next day and Haines
Junction, (370 miles) the following day leaving us
206 miles and the border crossing to Tok, AK.

Thank all of you for your prayers. We know they
really helped. For the 2150 miles, very little
wind, no snow, the roads were well sanded (until
the last day), and the temperatures ranged from
20º  F to -20º F. You couldn’t ask for better this
time of year.

Gerry Zellar, Licensed Deacon, AMC Volunteer,
and Ruth’s husband.

To Support the work of AMC, send gifts to:

Alaska Mission for Christ
8100 Arctic Blvd, Anchorage, Alaska  99518

╬ Pray for the Lord to provide the resources for Rev. Lang Yang to come back to continue his training
with Hmong Lay Leaders in Chugiak.

╬ Thanks for the smooth adjustment Keith and his family are making to life in Tok, Alaska.  They have
hit minus 50º F and haven’t headed back to Texas yet!

╬ Pray for wisdom for AMC as we pray about how best to use our staff to make a bold proclamation of
Jesus in every community in Alaska.

╬ Pray for rural Alaskans in February.  February is one of the hardest months of the year for many
Alaskans.  Winter is long and many struggle with depression and other issues this time of year.

╬ Pray for those making plans to serve as volunteers in Alaska this Summer.
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