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Ministry Happens! 
 
I don't know when or where I heard the 
phrase, "Ministry Happens!" or the term 
"Ministry Moments!" but I am pretty sure I 
am not creative enough to have them as an 
original thought.  I used these phrases long 
before coming to Alaska, but they have 
become even more 
clearly defined since 
arriving. 
 
Of course, ministry still 
happened in the Lower 
48, but more often than 
not, discussion about 
church centered around 
the logistics of church 
more than the teaching 
of Scripture:  "How is 
Church attendance?", 
"Have you moved 
forward on getting the 
new pews yet?" "Do you 
know how the youth did 
in the volleyball 
tournament?" etc.  
 
 
Nowadays I rarely sit 
down with someone, 
whether I know them or 
not, where the 
conversation doesn't 
somehow turn into an 
opportunity to share the 
truth of the Good 
News.  "Is it okay if I come to Church in 
the morning even if I am still drunk?", "Is 
it okay for me to live with my girlfriend?", 
"Hey, you're that Pastor, right? Pray for 
me!" (and they mean right at that moment 
wherever we might happen to be).  
 
Everyday I find myself in the middle of 
Ministry Happening.  I've prayed in a 
number of places before.  But, in the lower 
48 it was generally understood by me and 

the person asking that a prayer request was 
meant for Sunday morning or at least in 
private devotion.  In fact, I would guess 
more than a few would have been shocked 
if I had said, "Okay, let's pray..."  And 
more and more, as people share their 
struggles, I find myself saying, "Let's have 
a quick prayer about that." Those prayers 

have touched any 
number of topics from 
tragedy to less 
important topics, but 
have all given me an 
opportunity to share the 
Good News of Christ. 
 
One time my daughter 
had a couple of friends 
over to our house.  They 
happened to be here at 
meal time and as always 
happens the 
announcement was 
made, "Let's pray." The 
girls both piped up, "We 
don't know how to 
pray." Without missing 
a beat, Anna began to 
teach them what to do 
for prayer.  Stacey filled 
in some extra 
instruction about what 
prayer means (I wasn't 
home at the time). 
Ministry Happens! 
 
These are just a couple 

examples of all that continues to take 
place. How blessed we have been as a 
family to find ourselves constantly in the 
middle of so many Ministry Moments!  As 
I reflect on those facts, I often find myself 
with the thought, "I can't believe God had 
to bring me all the way to Alaska to realize 
this!"  Take note, and watch for your own 
Ministry Moments, and you too will notice 
that Ministry Happens! 

Send your gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for 

Christ 

The Lutheran Center 

 8100 Arctic Blvd. 

 Anchorage, AK 99518-

3003 

Or online visit:  

www.alaskamissionforchrist

.org/contributions  

 

Thank the Lord for… 

...the five years of service 

by David Grosz. 

...the great Summer of 

ministry through VBS, 

Sports Camps, Art 

Camps and Hammer and 

Nail Projects. 

...God’s forgiveness! 

Pray for … 

...A new missionary for 

Southeast Alaska.  

...the volunteer couple 

that is considering 

serving in Sterling and 

Cooper Landing long 

term. 

...Alaska Mission for 

Christ to have a bold 

witness in every 

community in Alaska. 

 

Ministry happens         by Keith Aschenbeck 

Baptism Happens!  Keith baptizing 
a woman in Moon Lake. 
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Spring time is coming to Alaska.  And, for those of us who have just experienced their first 
Alaskan winter; we are truly grateful!  Our girls (Hannah 10, Esther 7) are finding that they can 
dress for school in half the time without the need for heavy coats, boots, gloves and scarves.  
Cathy and I are excited to see green shoots coming up through last year’s dead leaves.  We are 
seeing more of our neighbors now that people are coming out of hibernation. 

Despite the challenge that winter in Alaska can be the Lord blessed this time.  As a couple we 
completed the Stephen Ministry course.  This entailed many hours of learning to come along 
side of individuals who are going through a time of crisis in their life.  We learned how to better 
care for someone who is hurting, and to allow God to provide the cure.  Hannah and Esther 
made new friends and became acquainted with new schools. 

I was able to use the time, when travel to the villages is difficult, to complete course work for 
certification as a Licensed Deacon in the LCMS.  The skill and knowledge gained from these 
classes will be of great value to provide ministry to small rural communities.  Some of the skills 
learned this winter where put to immediate use in teaching adult Christian education, and 
providing presentations on the Alaska Mission to Christ outside of Alaska. 

In just a few short weeks ministry teams will begin to arrive in Alaska and travel out to villages 
along the rivers and coast of SW Alaska.  They have been busily preparing for months.   Fund-
ing has been raised. Arrangements with the communities for places to eat and sleep have been 
made.  Food and vacation bible school supplies have been gathered and shipped.  Prayers have 
been answered. 

The approaching summer brings the excitement of travel and renewing relationships.  There is 
also the challenge of bearing the image of Christ in communities that are hurting from domestic 
and sexual abuse, addiction, and despair.  Our challenge is to rely on God’s grace, for He has 
already triumphed over sin and death.  Please stand with us in your prayers for SW Alaska. 

“…Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 
15:57 

 

Attention Thrivent Members: Members who own $20,000 in Thrivent Financial products or 

pay over $800 in annual premiums can help support Alaska Mission for Christ. Thrivent Choice lets you 

recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dol-

larsSM and by participating in Voting Events. Go to: https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice Use your 

“My Thrivent” user ID and password to log in and get started.  If you aren’t signed up yet you can regis-

ter to participate in Choice Dollars and Voting Events.  Once you are logged into your account select 

“Choice Dollars” and search for “Alaska Mission for Christ”. Direct Choice Dollars online or call 800-

847-4836. 

AMC did two basketball camps in 

communities that never had them before.  

The first one went really well. The other 

one was scheduled for Northway, Alaska.  

At the last minute, they had to cancel 

because  all of the kids would be away at 

Native Culture camp that week.  It was too 

late to cancel the team’s flights to Alaska.  

But God had another plan.  With some last 

minute prayer and phone calls, the Lord 

opened up the opportunity to hold a 

Basketball Camp in Tanacross, Alaska.  It 

was a wonderful week and the team hopes 

to come back to Tanacross and do it again 

next year. It always amazes me the plans 

that God has for us.   

Many stories have come back with the 
volunteers about how they were able to 
share Jesus with both children and adults in 
communities and villages.  For example, 
after VBS was over for the day, one team 
decided to walk around town to see if they 
could find any more kids that would be 
interested in coming to VBS.  The team 
was amazed that so many people 
recognized them and even called the team 
leader by name. As they were walking 
along the beach they found a lady just 
standing watching  the waves come in.   
 
She said,  “Aren’t you the people that 
come every year and teach our kids about 

God at work in alaska 

AMC is still 
looking for a 
Missionary Pastor 
to serve in SW 
Alaska.  This 
missionary will 
serve as Pastor of 
Faith Lutheran 
Church in Juneau 
and work with 
AMC to 
coordinate 
outreach efforts 
throughout 
Southeast Alaska.  
If you or someone 
you know might be 
up for this 
challenge please 
contact,   
 
Todd Roeske   
907-259-5115 
toddroeske@alask
amissionforchrist.
org  

Jesus?”   
 
“Yes,” a volunteer answered. “We come up 
from Minnesota every year and have been 
doing that for about 12 years now.”   
 
“Thank you for teaching my daughter about 
Jesus and giving her a Bible to read. She 
has had that Bible for many years.  It now 
has many pages torn out.”   The lady 
inquired if the team might have new Bible 
they could share.  They gave her a new 
Bible the next day at VBS.   
 
Stories like this are why almost every 
volunteer that I talked to said that they are 
planning to come back to do a servant 
event in the same community they were in 
this year.   
 
Yes, it has been a busy Summer but I am 
thankful to God for all he has done. 

Ruth Zellar 
 

Servant Event 
Coordinator 

Backhand Blessings 

Todd Roeske  

Coordinator of Ministry 

I have been slowly realizing the 
importance of visiting elders in the 
ministry the Lord has entrusted to 
me.   Elders are a valued resource in 
the Native Community.  They hold 
the knowledge of years past and the 
wisdom that the community needs to 
face the future.  So while I don’t do 
it as often as I should, I have been 
trying to stop and visit a few elders 
every week.  Sometimes the conver-
sations are pretty mundane.  We talk 
about the weather, aches, pains, and 

how the fish are running.  Other 
times, we talk about more important 
things like native history, language, 
culture, and spirituality.  I try to lis-
ten and bring encouragement.  My 
hope is always to point to Jesus 
whether he comes up in conversation 
or not.    

I visit the elders to help them. Yet 
a strange thing has happened,  my 
visits have brought me incredible 
blessings.  I have learned a lot of 
wisdom, heard some incredible sto-
ries, and have made some wonderful 
friends.  This has helped me as I 
have tried to connect and reach out 
in the wider native community.   

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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It has been five years since my 

family and I moved from 

Washington State to Alaska.  I 

remember we got off the plane 

from Seattle, rented a car and 

drove to our newly purchased but 

empty house.  We arrived on the 

tail-end of a windstorm.  A 

neighbor’s tree had come down 

damaging our back porch.  And, a 

tree from our yard had fallen 

against our neighbor’s house on 

the other side.  We immediately 

were introduced to great neighbors! 

Seeing the good in otherwise challenging 

circumstances is one of the lessons God 

taught us in Alaska.  We found peace in the 

darkness of winter when the land goes to 

sleep under a blanket of white.  My travel 

to remote bush villages provided 

opportunities to appreciate Native people 

who to this day hunt and fish as a way of 

life.  Even our two girls learned the art of 

timing the school bus to minimize the time 

waiting in the sub-zero weather.  The 

goodness of God is in everything, if we 

seek Him. 

Now I’m looking at the end of my service 

with the Alaska Mission for Christ with 

some apprehension.  There may be the loss 

of close relationships.  Our lives will 

Piura (Yupik for good-bye.)    

How to Direct 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars: 

Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/

thriventchoice. 

Step 2—Click on “log in” at 

the top right of your screen 

and enter your MyThrivent 

user ID and password. (If 

you haven’t registered on 

Thrivent.com, click on 

“register” to register.) 

Step 3—Look for your 

designated Choice Dollars 

on the right side of the 

screen. 

Step 4—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars” in the 

Thrivent Choice® box on 

your MyThrivent page. 

Step 5—Search the catalog 

of organizations to find 

Alaska Mission for Christ. 

Step 6—Click on “Direct 

Choice Dollars Now” to  

direct your designated 

Choice Dollars to benefit 

that Alaska Mission for 

Christ.. 

By Phone: 

Step 1— Call 1-800-847-

4836 and when prompted, 

say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Step 2—When prompted, 

say “Choice Dollars.” 

Step 3—Say or enter your 

Social Security number. 

Step 4—Press 1 to direct 

Choice Dollars or press 2 

to hear the Thrivent Choice 

program terms and 

conditions. 

Step 5—A representative 

will then work with you to 

direct Choice Dollars. 

certainly change in ways we cannot 

predict.  However, these times are also a 

wonderful opportunity to reassess our 

lives. We can look up from our 

busyness and scan the horizon; in a 

word, to ask the question what now 

God?  He is faithful and he will answer 

according to his plan for us. 

Thank you for your support over the 

past years.    Alaska is a field ripe for 

the harvest.  Please continue to pray, 

give, and volunteer for ministry in this 

vast state.    

 
 

Follow us on Facebook!

http://

www.facebook.com/

alaskamissionforchrist 

David Grosz 
 

Missionary to 
Southwest 

Alaska  

Alaska Mission for Christ now offers a mobile version of our 

online giving page to make it easy for you to give anytime from 

your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using 

your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code reader! 
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You Can Help! 

Pray 

Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to pray 
for us and for the people of Alaska.  To become a 

prayer partner, write:  
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Volunteer 

We need both long and short term volunteers to help 
us share the Gospel in Alaska.  Volunteers lead VBS, 

Sports Camps, do hammer and nails projects and 
even live in villages and serve people with Jesus’ 

love.  For more information, contact: 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Give  

Alaska mission for Christ depends on gifts from 
people like you.  Either donate on line at 

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or send checks to 
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Boulevard, 

Anchorage, AK  99518 

 
 

Contact Us 

Volunteer Coordinator                  
Ruth Zellar 

2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr 
Wasilla, AK  99654 

907-232-3823 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Coordinator of Ministry 
Todd  Roeske 

HC60 Box 115E 
Copper Center, AK  99573 

907-259-5115 
toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Southwest Alaska Missionary 
David Grosz 

2189 N. Verde Dr 
Palmer, AK  99645 

907-631-8959 
davidgrosz@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Tanana River Valley Missionary 
Keith Aschenbeck 

537 Maes Way 
Tok, Alaska 99780 

979-716-9910 
keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Boulevard 
Anchorage, AK  99518 
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