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 Needing help is humbling! Asking for 
help can be difficult, especially for someone like 
me!  I’m well educated and pretty much a jack of 
all trades. Growing up with a Father who is 
‘disabled’ (he had a leg amputated at the age of 
19), I learned early on that one is often only 
limited by one’s own self-deception. Watching 
my Dad do pretty much anything he put his mind 
to has been a great motivator. At the age of 50 he 
could still water ski (slalom, of course). I truly 
owe my skills to all that my Dad taught me (and 
he still knows much more than I do). 
 A couple weeks ago, I took Kaleb out to 
try to shoot a caribou at Tetlin National Wildlife 
Refuge.  This involves driving a snow machine 
out into the wilderness across the Tanana River 
and numerous little lakes.  There are no cell 
phone towers for miles and you are pretty much 
on your own if you run into any trouble.  And 
trouble we found! Our snow machine had engine 
trouble over five miles from the highway. We 
were prepared. I never worried about our safety, 
even in the 20 degree temps and heavy snow.  We 
managed to walk out and even got home before 
anyone became too worried. 
 The humbling experience came because I 
had no way to recover the snow machine. I had to 
ask for help. And I am more accustomed to 
people asking me for help, not the other way 
around. After waiting a day, I finally decided to 
ask our neighbor (who I had just met a couple 
nights before) if he might be able to help me. He 
was more than willing, and we recovered the 
machine. 
 But, now for the great part of the story… 
The trip to recover the snow machine was an 
adventure. I took along the rifle just in case we 
saw a caribou which happened to occur just a 
couple hundred yards from the snow machine. I 
was able to give him half of the caribou as thanks 
for his time and effort. The sled we used to tow 
the machine out was destroyed in the whole 
process. Several ropes and straps broke along the 
way. What we thought would take only a couple 
hours became more than half the day, but through 
it all developed what will be a lasting friendship. 
 But, that really is the way of life. Putting 

our lives into the hands of others will often lead 

to a lasting relationship. Putting ourselves into 

Gods hands leads to a relationship that will last an 

eternity.  The great part about that relationship, 

though, is we don’t have to put ourselves in 

God’s hands. He already has the whole world in 

His hands! We just need to quit jumping out of 

them and trying to do things on our own.  We 

may not always be able to trust other people to 

hold us when we fall, but God has promised that 

nothing can separate us from Him (Romans 

8:31ff.). 

Rev. Keith Aschenbeck is AMC’s Missionary to 

the Tanana River Valley.  You can write him at: 

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org or call 907-259-5115 

Warming Up for Volunteers 

╬ Pray for us as we hire a new Servant Event Coordinator to work alongside Ruth this summer.  Ruth 

will be retiring from full-time AMC service at the end of the summer although she will continue to 

travel and raise up friends for AMC on a volunteer basis.   

╬ Pray that teams will prepare themselves spiritually to bring Jesus’ love to the communities they 

serve in this summer. 

╬ Continue to pray for the call process in Juneau.  May the Lord lead Faith Lutheran Church and Alaska 

Mission for Christ to the right candidate to serve Southeast Alaska. 

╬ Continue to pray for Alaska Mission for Christ as plans start to come together for new ministry in 

Southwest Alaska.  May the Lord lead us to follow his plans as we reach out in this area of the State.  

╬ Pray for those who are struggling with addictions to drugs, alcohol and other destructive behaviors.  

May the Lord give us the wisdom we need to reach out to people with these struggles. 

╬ Pray for the ministry of Lutheran Indian Ministries (LIM) as they work to identify and train indigenous 

pastors in Alaska.  We work closely with LIM and are blessed by this relationship. 

╬ Pray for the ministry of Licensed Deacons in Alaska.  These dedicated men travel long distances to 

serve  isolated communities with the Gospel.  April 29-30, we will have a group of these men 

together for a Continuing Education Event in Palmer.  Pray that the Lord will bless this meeting. 

PRAY FOR US 

Alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Contact Us 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Ruth Zellar 

2873 N Kalmbach Lake Dr 
Wasilla, AK  99654 

907-232-3823 
ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 
Coordinator of Ministry 

Todd  Roeske 
HC60 Box 115E 

Copper Center, AK  99573 
907-259-5115 

toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

Upper Tanana River Missionary 
Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

PO Box 537 
Tok, AK 99780 
979-716-9910 

keithaschenbeck@alaskamissionforchrist.org 

Pray  
 
Volunteer 
 
Give 

A Bold Witness in Every Community in Alaska.  

April 2016 

Summer Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Each year Alaska Mission for Christ has teams that 

cancel within a few months of their service.  Sometimes 

we have teams that need an extra volunteer or two.  So if 

you are flexible and looking for a last minute opportunity 

to serve Jesus in Alaska, please contact our Servant Event 

Coordinator, Ruth Zellar. 

 
           Ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Kaleb waiting by the snowmachine. 
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