
Did ya’ Know? ...Alaska Mission for Christ is working in about 50 

communities around Alaska through volunteers 

and long-term missionaries.   

 

 

Licensed Deacon Bruce Grossmann at last 

year’s Christmas service in Tanacross. 
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“I really want to thank you for keeping us 

going,” George told me at the end of our 

conversation. 

“It is no problem,” I replied.  “I really didn’t 

do much.  Randy (a Licensed Deacon) scheduled the 

lay ministers to come down and they have done the 

work.”   

For over three years, God has supplied 

heroicly dedicated Licensed Deacons to drive 

hundreds of miles to keep two little congregations in 

the Kenai Penninsula fed with God’s Word and 

Sacraments.  Through car troubles, snow storms, 

moose on the roads and other hazards, these men 

have made sure that the congregations in Sterling and 

Cooper Landing have not had to close their doors.   

Three times the Lord provided volunteers 

from outside Alaska to come and serve those 

congregations for a month or so at a time.  But now 

the Lord has seen fit to bring us a Licensed Deacon to 

serve them full time for the foreseeable future.  In 

October, Licensed Deacon Bill and his wife, Roberta 

Hilgandorf will be moving to Sterling, Alaska to 

humbly serve the people there with the love of Jesus 

through Word and Sacrament.  Praise God! 

When I think of how God has used the 

Licensed Deacon ministry in Alaska, I am in awe.  I 

think of Bruce Grossmann, who for 19 years drove 

200 miles round trip every Sunday and some days in 

between to serve the village of Tanacross.  Now 

because of Bruce’s dedicated service, we have a full 

time Missionary Pastor that is serving in that village.  

I think of George Rakos who began as a Licensed 

Deacon and is now an ordained pastor.  For over 20 

years George drove every Sunday from Anchorage to 

Funny River (163 miles one way) to plant and grow a 

church in that little community.  I think of the 

Licensed Deacons that kept our little church in 

Copper Center alive for the ten years before I arrived 

here to become the pastor.  I was even a Licensed 

Deacon for the first year I served here. I think of 

Licensed Deacon Dan Kassner who preaches and 

leads worship at Faith Lutheran Church in Juneau in 

between vacancy pastors.  Dan has also led nursing 

home services for many years.  I think of the 

dedicated service of David Grosz who served as our 

missionary to Southwest Alaska as a Licensed 

Deacon for the last five years.  I think of all the 

Deacons and other lay people that have stepped up to 

cover for Pastors who are sick, for congregational 

vacancies, and for my travels to the Philippines and 

China. These men have served, often paying for their 

transportation out of their own pockets and getting no 

salary or renumeration for their time.  They do it 

because they love Jesus. 

God has used Licensed Deacons powerfully 

in Alaska to support the Pastoral Ministry and to 

spread the love of Jesus.   

Our Synod has recently put out a task force 

report suggesting that we get rid of Licensed Deacon 

ministry.  I urge you to pray that God will keep the 

Licensed Deacon program alive.  Also, please share 

the story of how God is using Licensed Deacons to 

spread the love of Jesus in remote and isolated places 

of Alaska.                                       Blessings,      

 

 

 

 

  

 Todd, Kim, Audrie, Kalae, Karis and Amani Roeske are serving with Alaska Mission for 

Christ - a non-profit corporation organized and directed by the churches of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod in Alaska. Our goal is to reach the small and often remote settlements and villages of 

Alaska with the message of the Gospel.  

Todd, Kim,  
 Kalae, Karis and Amani 
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Please write us at: Todd and Kim Roeske  

HC 60 Box 115E, Copper Center, Alaska 99573 USA 

Phone: (907) 822-5114 (home) or 259-5115 (cell)  

Email: toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org    

To support our work financially, send gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Blvd 

Anchorage, AK 99518 

Make checks payable to “Alaska Mission for Christ” 

Mark Checks “Ministry of Todd Roeske”  

 

Or click donate at:  www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

To support our continuing Philippine work, please 

send gifts to:         

LCMS World Mission, Missionary Support, 

PO Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Mark gifts: Support of Todd Roeske 

 

Audrie, Sam and Emily Update  

On September 19th, we welcomed Sam Catledge into our Family.  Audrie 
and Sam were married in a simple ceremony outside their apartment in 

Glennallen. Our first granddaughter, Emily was born on June 27. Our 
family is growing again. 

Kalae Korner (19 years old) 
In August, we drove 6000 miles to drop Kalae off at Concordia Portland.  
She is adjusting to her new life as a college student while we miss her 
here.   

Karis Kronicle (13 years old) 
When Karis was young, she wanted braces.  Now that she has them, she is 
not so sure.  They are uncomfortable and she can think of several things 
that she would rather have had us spend the braces’ money on—think I-
phone 6s! 

Amani Activities (10 years old) 

Amani enjoyed our trip to Portland.  She loved learning to swim in the 

hotel pool since we have no pools in our neighborhood and our local lake 
is a bit cold, shallow, and full of leeches. 
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“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel...” 

Join us as we pray… 
 For Bill and Roberta as they prepare to move to Alaska to serve as Licensed Deacon in Sterling and Cooper Landing at the end of 

October. 

 For Mt. Drum Lutheran Church as we look for ways to reach out with the love of Jesus in our community.   

 For Yolanda, who is seven months sober and looking for a job and a discipleship program in Anchorage.  

 For my November trip to the Philippines and China.   
 

Join us as we give thanks… 
 For the baptisms of three young people in Chitina on September 27th.  

 For Ron Morgan, Dan Kassner, and Gerry Zellar who are Licensed Deacons that serve under my supervision. 

 For the two caribou, lots of garden produce, and all the fish the Lord provided for our sustenance this Summer and Fall! 

 

Jesus Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved! 

mailto:toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org
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