
Chitina was historically a large Native village whose population was slowly 
decimated by the influx of people, disease and conflicts. Rich copper 
deposits were discovered at the turn of the century, bringing a rush of 
prospectors and homesteaders to the area. By 1914, It had a general store, 
clothing store, meat market, stables, a tinsmith, five hotels, rooming houses, 
a pool hall, bars, restaurants, dance halls and a movie theater. After the ore 
ran out, the town became a ghost town. Today Chitina has a population of 
110 people. http://explorenorth.com/alaska/history/chitina-history.html 

 

 

The cast giving honor to God! 

Kim prompts Mary and Joseph as they talk to the 

innkeeper. Joseph is looking for" Sigmund". 

 

 

 

A Missionary Journal of Living, Loving, and Learning in Alaska 
Volume 9 Number 2     February 2013  

It was two days before Christmas and we were 

scheduled to go down to Chitina for our community 

Christmas program.  It was minus 40-something in 

Copper Center so I decided to call and see what was 

happening in Chitina.  

 

"Hi, this is Todd.  How is the weather down there?"  I 

asked. 

 

"Cold.  Everything is frozen up and it is minus 48⁰."   

 
That made our decision for us.  Even though we had 

made lots of preparation and were very excited about 

our program, we decided to put off our program until 

our next scheduled trip to Chitina in January.   

 

On January 14, we again planned our trip to Chitina.  

Weather again threatened us.  This time it was 40⁰ 

above and raining.  (That is 88⁰ warmer than the 

December Sunday that we decided to cancel.)  This 

time the problem was that the rain was hitting our 
frozen roads and turning into ice.  We decided to 

pray, drive carefully, and trust the Lord to keep us on 

the road.   

 

So 14 of us from Mt. Drum Lutheran church piled in 

the van while three others drove trucks with all of our 

supplies, and we headed out on the 60 mile trek to 

Chitina.  We hung backdrops, arranged props, 

gathered  14 kids from the village, got the little ones 

in costumes, practiced lines, and  gathered an 

audience of 7 parents from the community.   

 

Finally, the program began.   The kids did a 
wonderful job telling the Christmas story!  Sigmund 

the puppet interuppted the bambuzzled narrator with 

questions.  Older kids answered Sigmund's questions 

while the younger kids acted out the story.  Other 

than the fact that "Joseph" was far more interested in 

Sigmund the puppet than in the baby in the manger, 

everything went smoothly.   

 

Afterward, we all hung around, talked, and enjoyed 

snacks.  It is a blessing for us to be able to be a part 

of the community of Chitina.  They are wonderful 

people who bless us as we, hopefully, bless them 
with the incredible news of God who came into our 

world to save us.   

       Blessings,        
 

 

 

  

  

Todd, Kim, Audrie, Kalae, Karis and Amani Roeske are serving with the Alaska Mission for 
Christ - a non-profit corporation organized and directed by the churches of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod in Alaska. Our goal is to reach the small and often remote settlements and villages of 
Alaska with the message of the Gospel.  

 



 

Please write us at: Todd and Kim Roeske  

HC 60 Box 115E, Copper Center, Alaska 99573 USA 

Phone: (907) 822-5114 (home) or 259-5115 (cell)  

Email: toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org    

To support our work financially, send gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Blvd 

Anchorage, AK 99518 

Make checks payable to “Alaska Mission for Christ” 

Mark Checks “Ministry of Todd Roeske”  

 

Or click donate at:  www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

To support our continuing Philippine work, please 

send gifts to:         

LCMS World Mission, Missionary Support, 

PO Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Mark gifts: Support of Todd Roeske 

 

Audrie Update (21 years old) 

Dries is back to college after a couple year hiatus.  She is starting with 
one history class and hopes to build from there.  She also volunteers at 
the local pregnancy center and helps cook for Celebrate Recovery. 

Kalae Korner (16 years old) 
Kalae wanted to get her belly button pierced.  After a long time of 
contemplation, I decided to let her do it.  Unfortunately for her, she has 
the wrong kind of navel.  So she ended up with a new hairstyle instead. 

Karis Kronicle (10 years old) 
Karis was preparing to play piano for a song at church.  She was also 
planning to surprise her piano teach with a new song she was learning.  
Unfortunately, she badly sprained her finger (a sister kicked it) and has 
had to stay off the piano for a couple weeks. 

Amani Activities (7 years old) 
Amani was listening to Kim give Karis a homeschool spelling test.  
"Principal.  The principal of our school was 153 years old."  Amani chimed 
in, "Dad's that old!?"   
     

 “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel...” 

Join us as we pray… 
� For the Denny family in Tanacross that was burnt out of their home.  They lost belongings and two dogs but no people were hurt.   

� For the churches that are making plans to come to Alaska this Summer to share the love of Jesus.   

� For the man who is considering coming to Alaska with his family to serve in the Tok area of Alaska.  He hopes to be a 

"tentmaker".  Please pray that he will find a job and we will be able to help him with moving expenses and other needs.  To see 
how you can help visit:  http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/support/jeremy-faga-missionary-support-fund.html 

� For God to lead us as we look to the future and how Alaska Mission for Christ can best impact Alaska with the Good News of 

Jesus! 

Join us as we give thanks… 
� For the lay minister in Juneau that serves faithfully in the absence of a regular pastor.   

� For the people of Mt. Drum Lutheran Church  that are working together to share the love of Jesus in the Copper River Valley! 

� For the hope we have in Jesus! 

JJeessuuss  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved! 
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