
From left to right: Kalae, Karis, Kim, Amani, 

Todd, and Audrie.   

24 out of the 32 days since I returned from the Asia we have 

not gotten above -20⁰ F.  We have averaged about 25⁰ cooler 

than normal for this time of year.  We are used to extreme 

cold but we are not used to it staying around so persistently. 
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I like to walk every day when it is not 40 below zero.  

When I was in China, I tried to keep up the habit.  

One afternoon I was walking down a crowded street.  

A woman from the training center was driving a 

motor cycle when she saw me.  She stopped. 

 

"Where are you going?" she asked. 

 

"I am just taking a walk," I explained. 

 

"You don't want to walk here.  There is too much 

traffic and pollution." Then she explained that there is 
an free park just a couple hundred meters back from 

where I was walking.  She launched into a long 

explanation of where the park is.  I caught a little of it 

but I nodded as if I understood.  She took off on her 

motorcycle and I started walking back the direction 

she had pointed.   

 

I thought she must have seen the confusion in my 

face when she gave me directions because she was 

waiting at the stairs to the park when I got there.  I 

thought, "That is nice of her. She doesn't want me to 
get lost." 

 

She gave me directions to the park, but then started to 

tell me her life's story.  For two hours she told me 

about her struggles and her desire to grow in her 

faith.  It was a real challenge to my Chinese as she 

told me detailed stories of things that had happened 

to her.  Finally, I prayed for her and went off on my 

walk. 

 

A few weeks before that, I sat with a Tagakaulo 

pastor in the Philippines as he told me the story of 
how he had been accused of being unfaithful to his 

wife.  I could hear the hurt and the pain that the 

episode had caused him.  I didn't say much.   

 

Two days ago, back here in Alaska I got a phone call 

from a young man.  He was thinking about his life.  

He really wants to make things work.  Yet it seems as 

though the harder he tries, the more difficult it gets.  

It seems like he can get no traction.  He talked for 

quite a while.  I just listened.   

 

It seems that there is a common theme in my 

missionary travels whether I be here in Alaska, in the 

Philippines or China.  People need someone to listen 
to them.  Listening does two very important things.  

One is that it guides my prayers.  When I listen, then 

I know how to pray for someone.  Secondly, listening 

opens the door for me to be able to share the grace 

and love of Jesus.  People listen to people who listen 

to them.  Please pray that I will have the patience and 

love to listen to those who need to speak. 

       Blessings,        
 

 

 

  

  

Todd, Kim, Audrie, Kalae, Karis and Amani Roeske are serving with the Alaska Mission for 
Christ - a non-profit corporation organized and directed by the churches of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod in Alaska. Our goal is to reach the small and often remote settlements and villages of 
Alaska with the message of the Gospel.  

 



 

Please write us at: Todd and Kim Roeske  

HC 60 Box 115E, Copper Center, Alaska 99573 USA 

Phone: (907) 822-5114 (home) or 259-5115 (cell)  

Email: toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org    

To support our work financially, send gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Blvd 

Anchorage, AK 99518 

Make checks payable to “Alaska Mission for Christ” 

Mark Checks “Ministry of Todd Roeske”  

 

Or click donate at:  www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

To support our continuing Philippine work, please 

send gifts to:         

LCMS World Mission, Missionary Support, 

PO Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Mark gifts: Support of Todd Roeske 

 

Audrie Update (21 years old) 

I was visiting with a woman who has been having some spiritual 
struggles.  She told me that she has been thinking about "doors".  When 
she told Drie, Drie helped her by giving her a list of all the Bible verses in 
the Bible that have a "door" in them. 

Kalae Korner (16 years old) 
Kalae got her driving permit.  She has very good instincts and handles the 
truck very well.  She told me it is because she has so much practice 
playing Mario Cart on the Wii.   

Karis Kronicle (10 years old) 
Karis loves to play hide and seek in the dark.  Kim had to cook but Karis 
wanted all of the lights out.  They compromised and Karis hung a blackout 
curtain (blanket) over the door to the kitchen so they could play in the rest 
of the house. 

Amani Activities (7 years old) 
The kids were telling jokes and so Amani tried her hand at making up 
jokes.  "There were three men."  Do you get it? She was very good at the 
set up, but hasn't quite got the punch line thing down yet.  
     

 “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel...” 

Join us as we pray… 
� For those struggling with addictions and depression.  It is very difficult in Alaska with long periods of cold and darkness.  

� For the Lord to supply all the needs of Alaska Mission for Christ as we try to proclaim Jesus in every community in Alaska. 

� For a new missionary to serve in the Tok area of Alaska.  To find out more go to:  

http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/support/jeremy-faga-missionary-support-fund.html 

� For our brothers and sisters in the Philippines and China as they work to faithfully share the love of Jesus.   

Join us as we give thanks… 
� For wood that keeps us warm even when it is 40 below.  For over 3 weeks we never got above minus 20! 
� For Lay ministers that travel every week 200-300 miles round trip to serve the congregations in Sterling and Cooper Landing.  

Their dedication is a tribute to the goodness of the Lord. 

� For a new year to praise, serve and honor the God who loves and serves us as he prepares us to live with Him forever! 

JJeessuuss  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved! 
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