
 

...that Licensed Deacon, Bruce Grossmann has been faithfully 

serving the community of Tanacross for the past 18 years with 

Word and Sacrament Ministry.         

Alaska Mission for Christ presents a plaque in honor of 

St. Timothy's Church's 100
th

 year anniversary.  From left 

to right: Bruce Grossmann, Ray Thomas, Betty Denny, 

and Todd Roeske.  Picture by 
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A hundreth anniversary celebration of St. Timothy's 

Church in the village of Tanacross seems like a big 

deal.  The church was packed.  Extra chairs were set 

up and there was not a vacant seat in the place. There 
were visitors from Fairbanks, from Texas, and from 

Missouri.  The bell rang.  The service began and 

everything seemed great. 
 

But a closer look showed that something was missing.  

Visitors were there in abundance but only a handful of 

residents from Tanacross were in attendance.  (I 
counted five.) As I inquired as to where local people 

were, I heard that they had gone to Fairbanks for a 

"Powwow" and had not made it back in time.   
 

I was surprised.  I expected much more local 

participation for this special event.  I am not sure why.  
Typically, on a Sunday our lay minister, Bruce 

Grossmann, drives 100 miles each way to lead 

services for 6 to 8 faithful Tanacross residents.  The 

village has almost 200 residents.  A few travel into 
Tok (18 miles away) to attend other churches and 

there is a charismatic bible study on Saturdays; but 

over all, Christian participation in Tanacross is pretty 
slim.   

 

Bruce and I talked about what happened and why.  We 
also talked about why so few in Tanacross are active 

in the church life there.  We raised lots of questions, 

but did not come to any conclusions. Did the people 

not come because they accidently overscheduled?  
Was it because of a lack of ownership in the 

celebration? Was it because the "Powwow" is seen as 

a "native" event and that trumps a "white man's" 
church event? Was it because the church has not 

recognized and appreciated Native ways?  Is our 

worship service too Western?  Would people respond 

to a more indigeneous form of worship?  Or does it 

have nothing at all to do with worship forms?  We do 

not know and may never know the answers to these 

questions. 
 

Regardless of the answers to our questions, we know 

one thing.  Tanacross needs our prayers.  Please ask 
the Lord to bless Tanacross and lead more and more 

of its residents to know his love and forgiveness. 

 

Alaska Mission for Christ would like to place a 
missionary in the Tok region.  That missionary would 

not only serve Tanacross, but also other nearby 

communities.  In order to do this, the Lord would have 
to supply the funding we need to support this person.  

Please keep these plans in your prayers, as well.   

 

   Blessings, 

 
    

 

 

Todd, Kim, Audrie, Kalae, Karis and Amani Roeske are serving with the Alaska 
Mission for Christ - a non-profit corporation organized and directed by the churches of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Alaska. Our goal is to facilitate a bold 

proclamation of Christ in every community in Alaska.  

 



 

Please write us at: Todd and Kim Roeske  

HC 60 Box 115E, Copper Center, Alaska 99573 USA 

Phone: (907) 822-5114 (home) or 259-5115 (cell)  

Email: toddroeske@ilovealaska.net   

Check out this Web Site:  www.alaskamissionforchrist.org  

 

� Would you like to receive this newsletter electronically? 

Just send us a note at: toddroeske@ilovealaska.net  

To support our work financially, send gifts to: 

Alaska Mission Fund c/o Our Savior Lutheran Church 

13667 West Highland Road, Hartland, MI 48353 

Make checks payable to “Our Savior Lutheran Church” 

Mark Checks “Alaska Mission Fund”  
 

To support our continuing Philippine work, please send gifts 

to:        LCMS World Mission, Missionary Support, 

PO Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Mark gifts: Support of Todd Roeske 

Audrie Update (21 years old) 

Audrie normally doesn't like to walk the half mile to our mailbox.  
However, when she heard that the Kindle she was getting for her 
21st birthday had not yet arrived, a daily hike became a quick part 
of her routine. 

Kalae Korner (15 years old) 
Last year we were given a camper trailer from some volunteers that 
used to come every year to Alaska.  It is designed to sleep four or 
maybe five, but since Kalae was so popular her two younger sisters 
crammed onto her bed with her. The camper slept six with an extra 
bed left over.  

Karis Kronicle (10 years old) 
Karis is a great fisherwoman.  Not only does she like to catch fish 
but also to scale and clean them, as well. 

Amani Activities (7 years old) 
We were camping and Amani came back without her mother.  We 
asked her where mom was.  She surprised us by saying, "She is 
with the "Urine" people."  It took a moment until we figured out 
that she meant the European people.    

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel...” 

Join us as we pray…     
� For the Jeremy Faga Memorial Missionary Support Fund which plans to honor the memory of Jeremy Faga, an AMC volunteer 

who was killed in a moose collision ten years ago, by placing a new missionary in the Tok area of Alaska. 

� For a long term volunteer to serve the small congregation in Cooper Landing, Alaska.  Their pastor has stepped down due to health 

reasons and we need a retired pastor or someone who would be willing to be trained as a lay minister to serve that community.  

Please let me know if you know of someone who might be interested in serving from 3 months to 10 years or more. 
� For a new church to help us send out the hard copy of our newsletter.  If you know a church that may be interested, please contact 

me at:  toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org    

� For wisdom to know how best to reach out in every community in Alaska.  

Join us as we give thanks… 
� For all of the volunteer teams that did Vacation Bible School, sports camps, and hammer and nail projects on behalf of Alaska 

Mission for Christ this summer. 

� For Ruth Zellar, our volunteer coordinator, and David Grosz, our missionary to Southwest Alaska. The Lord has given me 

wonderful people with whom to work as we seek to make a bold witness in every community in Alaska.   

� For the joy of  knowing Jesus,  who gives us forgiveness of sins and leads us to become more and more like him each day.  

JJeessuuss  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved!

        
Non-Profit Org. 

We are still looking for a congregation to help us send out our snail mail version of 

this letter.  As of now, we have 623 snail mail recipients that have not received our 

last four newsletters.   
 


