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I have set myself up for some disappointments.  I 

have a lot of friends who are long term alcoholics.  

They are wonderful people that God has created, but 

alcohol has taken over their lives. It becomes a 

disappointment for me because my friends die earlier 

and more often than those who are not alcoholics.  

One study says that, on average, alcoholics die 20 

years earlier than the general population.* Earlier this 

month, I lost another longterm friend.  It makes me 

sad. 

 

It is not my friend’s death that makes me sad.  I will 

miss him, but I know that while alcohol stole many 

blessings from David’s life, he now is free from that 

struggle.  David believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Now he lives with him, sober, free and whole.  What 

makes me sad is what David’s alcoholism stole from 

the body of Christ.   

 

David was intelligent and had a great sense of humor.  

He told me, “When I stop drinking, I will become a 

preacher and tell everyone about God’s word.”  

Unfortunately, he couldn’t stop drinking.  So we lost 

the benefit of a wonderful preacher of the love and 

forgiveness of Christ. 

 

I think about all of my alcoholic friends.  Everyone of 

them is gifted by God to be a blessing to his people.  

In each case, addiction to alcohol inhibits them from 

being who God created them to be.   

 

But you know, it is not just alcohol addiction that 

does that.  I have my own struggles and sins.  They 

get in the way of me being the blessing I should be to 

the body of Christ. 

 

I asked one of my friends the other day, if he thought 

he would ever stop drinking.  He said, “Yes.”   

 

I asked, “When?”   

 

“When I get around to it,” he said.  He then 

proceeded to tell me the story of a lady who said that 

very same thing and one day several years later just 

stopped drinking. 

 

I hope my friend really does “get around to it”.  I also 

hope that someday, by the Holy Spirit, I “get around 

to it” and stop my foolish sins that keep me from 

blessing others.  In the meantime, we will just walk 

day by day in the love and forgiveness of Jesus while 

we wait for the better day that is to come. 

           

Blessings,        
 

 

 

 

 

*http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2218660/Heavy-

drinking-kills-quicker-smoking-poses-greater-risk-women-
men.html  
 

  

 

Todd, Kim, Audrie, Kalae, Karis and Amani Roeske are serving with the Alaska Mission for 

Christ - a non-profit corporation organized and directed by the churches of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod in Alaska. Our goal is to reach the small and often remote settlements and villages of 

Alaska with the message of the Gospel.  

 

...We averaged 50 kids a day at our VBS this Summer.  A team 

from Milford, Michigan helped us hold the VBS and a community 

picnic.  Another team came up and helped us work on our house.  

We are very blessed by the service of Christian volunteers.  

 

 

Kim and I leading songs for our VBS last 

June.  We averaged 50 kids a day.  What a 

blessing to share the love of Jesus with 

children. 
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Please write us at: Todd and Kim Roeske  

HC 60 Box 115E, Copper Center, Alaska 99573 USA 

Phone: (907) 822-5114 (home) or 259-5115 (cell)  

Email: toddroeske@alaskamissionforchrist.org    

To support our work financially, send gifts to: 

Alaska Mission for Christ 
8100 Arctic Blvd 

Anchorage, AK 99518 

Make checks payable to “Alaska Mission for Christ” 

Mark Checks “Ministry of Todd Roeske”  

 

Or click donate at:  www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

To support our continuing Philippine work, please 

send gifts to:         

LCMS World Mission, Missionary Support, 

PO Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

Mark gifts: Support of Todd Roeske 

 

Audrie Update (23 years old) 

Audrie’s engagement is off.  She went through some difficult times but 

she is now wiser.  Thank the Lord for bringing her through those 
challenges.  It is nice to have her back. 

Kalae Korner (18 years old) 
Kalae is doing her senior year at St. Paul Lutheran High School in 
Concordia, Missouri.  We miss her a lot but we are happy she is doing well. 

Karis Kronicle (12 years old) 
Karis is adjusting to life during her first year in public school.  She is 
dealing with textbooks and digital curriculum but what she really enjoys is 
drama, percussion, and choir. 

Amani Activities (9 years old) 

Amani really was happy to be able to pick out the colors for her new room 
in our new house.  She has a fuchsia room with a light pink closet and 
doors.  It is not what her dad would have picked but she loves it. Now we 
are hoping we can get her into it before winter.  
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“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the Gospel...” 

Join us as we pray… 
 For those caught in the grip of addiction and sin.   

 For AMC’s new partnership with Faith Lutheran Church in Juneau, as we move forward to look for a Pastor/Missionary to serve that 

congregation and reach out with the Gospel into the many isolated communities in Southwest Alaska. 

 For Alaska Mission for Christ as we look to sharpen our vision for sharing the love of Jesus in Alaska.  Pray the Lord will supply 

all of our needs and give us the courage, wisdom, and energy to share his love throughout this great state. 

 For my trip to the Philippines and China from October 18 to November 10.  
 

Join us as we give thanks… 
 For Keith Aschenbeck and his family that have accepted the call and are raising support to serve in Tok, Alaska.  We are looking 

forward to having a coworker only 3 hours away!     

 For all the progress we made on our new house this Summer.  A special thanks for the volunteers that helped us with the drywall 

and other projects.  We are trying to move in by next month and finish it while we live in it.     

 For all of the volunteers that helped us with projects to share the love of Jesus in 40 plus communities this Summer.   

Jesus Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved! 
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