
Schedule: 

 Jul 30—Aug. 11: Stacey 
and Micah travel home to 

visit family 

 Aug. 12-16: Russ 
Schumacher visit from 

Christ the King, Cour 

d’Alene, ID. 

 Sept. 9-30: We will be 

Friend Raising and Mission 

Sharing in Texas. 

 Oct. 9-10: Alaska Mission 

for Christ Board Meeting 

in Anchorage 

 Oct. 12-14: Alaska Fall 
Worker Conference in 

Anchorage  

 I don't know when or where I heard the phrase, 
"Ministry Happens!" or the term "Ministry Moments!" but I 
am pretty sure I am not creative enough to have them as 
an original thought.  I have used them long before coming 
to Alaska, but they have become even more clearly 
defined since arriving. 
 Of course, ministry still happened in the Lower 48, 
but more often than not discussion about church centered 
around the logistics of church more than the teaching of 
Scripture:  "How is Church attendance?", "Have you 
moved forward on getting the new pews yet?" "Do you 
know how the youth did in the volleyball tournament?" etc.  

 Nowadays I rarely sit down with 
someone, whether I know them or not, where 
the conversation doesn't somehow turn into an 
opportunity to share the truth of the Good 
News.  "Is it okay if I come to Church in the 
morning even if I am still drunk?", "Is it okay 
for me to live with my girlfriend?", "Hey, you're 

that Pastor, right? Pray for me!" (and they mean right at that moment wherever we 
might happen to be).  
It's certainly been a fault of my own, and lack of understanding of what living out 
Christ really means. But everyday I find myself in the middle of Ministry 
Happening.  I've prayed in a number of places before.  But, in the lower 48 it was 
generally understood by me and the person asking that a prayer request was meant 
for Sunday morning or at least in private 
devotion.  In fact, I would guess more than a few 
would have been shocked if I had said, "Okay, 
let's pray..."  And more and more, as people 
share their struggles, I find myself saying, "Let's 
have a quick prayer about that." Those prayers 
have touched any number of topics from tragedy 
to less important, but have all given me an 
opportunity to share the Good News of Christ. 
 Another time my daughter had a couple 
of friends over.  They happened to be here at 
meal time and as always happens the 
announcement was made, "Let's pray." The girls 
both piped up, "We don't know how to pray?" 
And without missing a beat Anna began to teach 
them what to do for prayer.  Stacey filled in 
some extra instruction about what prayer means 
(I wasn't home at the time).  Ministry Happens! 
 These are just a couple examples of all 
that continues to take place. How blessed we 
have been as a family to find ourselves constantly in the middle of so many Ministry 
Moments!  As I reflect on those facts, I often find myself with the thought, "I can't 
believe God had to bring me all the way to Alaska to realize this!"  Take note, and 
watch for your own Ministry Moments, and you too will notice that Ministry Happens! 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 

not have the Son of God does not have life. I 

write these things to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God that you may know 

that you have eternal life! ~ 1 John 5:12-13 

Ministry Happens!  
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In this Issue: 

A summer full of activities 

are wrapped up into this 

one extended issue. 

Pg. 2—Tanacross News 

Pg. 3– Ministry Moments 

from Mentasta and Tetlin 

Pg. 4—Family Update 

Even Baptisms happen differently in Alaska! 

After Church we all went to Moon Lake to 

celebrate  God’s adoption of two people 

into His family! 

PRAYER and  

THANKSGIVING… 

Over the Summer God has 

been opening doors for 

ministry into the Village of 

Tetlin.  While there are 

regular summer groups, 

there have not been regu-

lar Sunday services for as 

long as anyone can remem-

ber. We have now been 

welcomed to begin regular 

worship services on Sunday 

evenings! 



Vacation Bible School—July 13-17 

Basketball Camp—July 20-24 

 A dedicated team served wonderfully and faithfully to a small 

group of children in Tanacross.  The Giger’s and Reed’s worked hard 

to make VBS a memorable and lasting event with a wonderful wood 

craft project where the kids learned about Advent and Christmas.  

After they were done with their project they had a wooden advent 

wreath and nativity set to take home and share the story of Jesus with 

family and friends throughout the year. 

 One of the greatest ministry moments for me during 

this week occurred early on as I was going around the village 

looking for kids to send to VBS.  One of the villagers was sit-

ting on their porch and we ended up in a two hour conversa-

tion about the Church and Christ.  I wasn’t expecting to even 

see this gentleman or stop to 

talk, but Ministry Happens! And 

I pray that our conversation 

will bear fruit into a continuing 

friendship.   

Originally scheduled to hold Basketball 

Camp in the village of Northway, this 

team found out days before they were 

scheduled to depart for Alaska that the 

village had ‘cancelled’ the teams visit and 

scheduled their Culture Camp in its 

place. A lot of scrambling on my 

part and visits with different people 

opened the doors for them to 

come to Tanacross instead.  What 

an opportunity this turned out to 

be as over 30 different kids would 

attend of all ages. This was a chal-

lenge in and of itself as the team 

was prepared for a high school camp. But, in 

the villages you never know when Ministry 

Happens! This was the first mission trip they 

had been on and they can’t wait to come back 

next year. We pray that God opens that door 



  Vacation Bible School—July 20-24 

          Vacation Bible School—July 6

-10 

The team from Concordia Lutheran Church 

in Kirkwood, MO made their 21st annual trip 

to Tetlin to hold VBS this summer. We were 

blessed to have them attend Church with us 

on the Sunday prior to VBS.  We had a prayer 

and blessing for them. I was able to be with 

them most of the week during VBS and even 

stayed a couple nights with them in Tetlin 

which is an hour drive from Tok.  Staying in 

the village 24/7 has a number of advantages 

for a team and some challenges, but this team 

has made numerous connections over the 

years with the villagers.  Now, the students 

from years past bring their children to share 

in VBS.  The connections I was able to make 

this week have opened so many doors for 

ministry and we pray God continues to open 

hearts to His grace. 

In Mentasta the VBS is held at Culture Camp. This 

is a yearly event when the Village takes the youth 

into the wilderness to camp and learn Native cul-

ture, language and skills. For the last two years the 

team which visits Mentasta has been invited to par-

ticipate in the cultural learning and also to share the 
message of Christ through worship, crafts, 

skits and more. I was able to visit with the 

team for a day, make connections, and visit 

with people from young to old. Lesette 

(pictured left with me) was taught by Stacey 

in Mentasta during the Spring while Stacey 

filled in for a teacher on maternity leave. 



GO AND MAKE 

DISCIPLES... 

PROVIDE 
Our Ministry in Alaska is 

made possible only by  

DONORS LIKE YOU! 

Thank you for your 

support! 

 

Donations are tax deducti-

ble. Statements are sent out 

after the end of the year. 

Donate online at: 
     

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Mail donations to: 

     Alaska Mission for Christ 

     8100 Arctic Blvd. 

     Anchorage AK 99518 
 

 

 

Note “Keith Aschenbeck” in 

the memo section and 100% of 

your donation will go to 

support us directly. 

PRAY 
For Tetlin—that God would prosper the mission and start of 

worship services this fall.  
For the many many Native’s working through the challenges of 

addiction and the problems that come from it. 
Thanksgiving for the teams that worked so hard and shared the 
Gospel in numerous and various ways. 

For AMC—Board and staff members—and for all the work 
they do throughout the year. 
For our children at the start of a new school year. 

How Can You Support  the 

Proclamat ion of  the  Gospel  in  Alaska?  

PARTICIPATE 
Contact Ruth Zellar (AMC Volunteer Coordinator) for more info: 

907-232-3823 

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

 

537 Maes Way 

Tok AK 99780-0537 

Mobile: 979-716-9910 

E-mail: revkeithamc@gmail.com   

Upper Tanana River Valley 

Mission—Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

STAMP 

We have new additions to the family in the form of three boys… Kaleb was 

graciously given two sled dogs by a Native sled dog breeder, and Anna has 

become the caretaker of a Tiny Toy Poodle.  It’s amazing to see our children 

take on new responsibilities.  Trey has taken great interest in looking for a 

vehicle as he will begin driving next year (Alaska starts drivers ed. at 14). 

Micah and Stacey traveled to see her family in August.  Stacey is now busy 

at work organizing home school lessons for Trey and Kaleb. Micah and Anna are preparing for their 

return to school in Tok. Keith was called by the State Troopers in July to come and pick up a road 

kill moose. It was quite a feat, but we put away about 400lbs of meat. We also received around 30 

salmon. It’s been amazing to see God’s continual care for us. God also 

opened the doors for us to find a suitable house for ministry and living.  

We are still awaiting the final closing and hope to move in prior to win-

ter, but snow can begin falling as early as September!  Keith will leave for 

Texas with Trey and Kaleb on September 9th to visit and share the work 

that has been going on.  The rest of the family will follow a week later. 

Please keep us in prayer for God’s protection and supply! 

Birthdays: 
Anna - 11/2/2007 

Micah - 2/7/2006 

Kaleb - 1/11/2005 

Trey - 6/10/2002 

Stacey - 

10/24/1979 
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