
  Summer Schedule: 

 May 26-28: Alaska Church 

Workers Conference (@ 

Soldovia) 

 June 5-7: Tanacross Family 

Retreat @ 30 Mile Hill 

 June 11-13: Pacific NW 

District Convention 

(Portland, OR) 

 June 19-22 @ Funny River 

to preach 

 July 6-10: VBS Team @ 

Tetlin 

 July 13-17: VBS Team @ 

Tanacross 

 July 20-24: VBS Team @ 

Mentasta 

 July 20-24: Basketball 

Camp Team @ Northway 

 Bible class had ended and the two attendees had headed home. I stood at 
the altar saying a short prayer for the village.  “Pastor”, a voice coming from the door 
of the Church.  Turning around I saw Susan (not her real name). “I wanted to talk, 
but not in front of anyone else.”  “Okay, what’s on your mind.”  Susan would go on to 
explain her struggles with alcohol, and her concerns for her child that she hasn’t 
seen since he was a baby(he’s full grown with children of his own. Grandchildren 
she has never seen).  She shares for a while and simply says, “Can you pray for 
me?” “Of course!” I respond and begin to pray for her. 
 Susan, like most natives, is a proud person.  And even though everyone in 
the village often knows everyone else’s struggles, it is taboo to talk about those 
troubles.  It seems like there is this idea that if one talks about their problems they 
will only bring more problems.  The Native practice of Shamans (medicine men/
women) and their superstitions still have a great influence on the way people live in 
the villages.  There very much is the idea of needing to chase away evil spirits and 
bad omens. 
 Of course, we all need protection from evil.  After all Jesus even teaches us 
to pray “Deliver us from evil.”  And for people in rural Alaska, their seems to be a lot 
of need for this prayer. 
 The things I often struggle with and can even feel sorry for my self about pale 
in comparison to the evil so many people here go through.  Susan is one example, 
but there are so many more. The child who lives by us who lost his father and whose 
mother is incapable of taking care of him (he lives with a relative).  The husband 
whose wife suffers from bi-polar disorder. She has cheated on him multiple times, 
but he dutifully continues to love her and receive her back even as Hosea in the Old 
Testament did.  The children suffering from Fetal Alcohol Syndrome or with parents 
involved in drugs.  The child who comes to the Church at lunch time, more for the 
food than for Sunday School.  The stories go on and on. 
 It makes me sad to think of the things I often thought were such big 
problems.  And more and more it makes Stacey and I aware of how good God really 

has been.  God has blessed us to see people touched by His grace.  
No, their problems, nor ours simply disappear, but the darkness 
doesn’t seem near as deep.  And the light at the end of the tunnel 
grows brighter each day.  Please pray that His peace will find root in 
the lives of these people that they too will 
rejoice with us in eternal life! 

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 

not have the Son of God does not have life. I 

write these things to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God that you may know 

that you have eternal life! ~ 1 John 5:12-13 
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Pictures: 

Native Youth Olympics High Kick 

Church Service in Tanacross 

Riding the boat to Seldovia 



GO AND MAKE 

DISCIPLES... 

PROVIDE 
Our Ministry in Alaska is 

made possible only by  

DONORS LIKE YOU! 

Thank you for your 

support! 

 

Donations are tax deducti-

ble. Statements are sent out 

after the end of the year. 

Donate online at: 
     

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Mail donations to: 

     Alaska Mission for Christ 

     8100 Arctic Blvd. 

     Anchorage AK 99518 
 
 

 

Note “Keith Aschenbeck” in 

the memo section and 100% of 

your donation will go to 

support us directly. 

PRAY 
For the AMC Mission Teams coming to Alaska to share Christ 
through VBS, sports camps, and more (about 50 teams are 
scheduled). Travel, logistics, spiritual preparation, etc. 
For the people and villages who will be visited by teams from 
AMC. 
For the travel welfare of the AMC staff who assist, facilitate, 
and act as a resource for all the teams. 
For Stacey’s Family and Mine as we continue to adapt to the 
distance between us. 

How Can  You  Support  the  

Proc lamat ion  o f  the  Gospe l  in  Alaska?  

PARTICIPATE 
Contact Ruth Zellar (AMC Volunteer Coordinator) for more info: 

907-232-3823 

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org  
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E-mail: revkeithamc@gmail.com   

Upper Tanana River Valley 
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STAMP 

Halibut and Salmon Fishing, Camping, Otters, Boat Rides, Mountains, 

Breathe-taking Scenery, Amazing Accommodations more were all the won-

derful things that our family experienced during our recent trip to Seldovia 

for the Alaska Church Worker Conference.  This annual event moves gives 

all the LCMS Church workers in Alaska a time to gather for comradery, 

spiritual rest and growth, and family time.   Getting to Seldovia was an ad-

venture all its own with a fourteen hour drive to Homer and then a one hour 

boat ride across Ketchemak Bay.  The inspiring presentations and fellow-

ship left us strengthened and renewed in the mission that God has given us 

here in Alaska.  Unfortunately, the vigorous schedule did take its toll on 

Stacey and me as we returned to Tok both sick with flu symptoms.  Several 

days since we arrived home we are both still struggling to feel 100%.  The 

children are putting up with our weakness, and enjoying their time home.  They were taken out of 

school a week early to attend the conference, and besides a couple of them experiencing a few days of 

illness, they are back to running full speed.  The next month will have us still doing a lot of traveling 

whether to conferences, preaching spots, or assisting with VBS teams.  Through it all we feel blessed! 

Birthdays: 
Anna - 11/2/2007 

Micah - 2/7/2006 

Kaleb - 1/11/2005 

Trey - 6/10/2002 

Stacey - 10/24/1979 

Keith - 3/31/1973 

Fam
ily

 

Upda
te

! 

Eating Lunch on a mountain 

top overlooking the Tok 

River. 


