
New 

Address! 

Recent Activities: 

 Attended Potlatch 

(funeral) for Archie Denny 

in Tanacross 

 Counseling people in crisis 

and praying with them 

 Weekly AMC Staff 

meetings via 

teleconference 

 Conduct Services at 

Tanacross 

 Two trips to Fairbanks to 

take kids to the Doctor 

 Will be helping with Dog 

Races in Tanacross March 

6-8 

 Preaching in Copper 

Center on March 8 

 A beautiful picture of the 

sunrise over Tok as Micah and I 

trek four miles back to our house. 
We had just dropped the Suburban 

off at the mechanic to have a wheel 

bearing replaced.  The temperature 

outside hovered at a lovely 24 

degrees (above zero).  Even a light 
jacket, hat, and gloves were almost 

too warm!  Life in Alaska is 

different!  That is as simple an 

explanation as I can give. 
 As I was visiting churches 

in the lower 48 people would 

regularly ask, "Why it is that people live in the extreme conditions that Alaska 

offers?"  Originally, I had trouble answering that. It didn't exactly make sense in my mind 

either.  After being here now for only a short couple of months, all I can say is, "Life here 
is simply different." 

 Once you've experienced temperatures down to 60 below 'above zero' feels quite 

nice.  Think about it this way... if Texas saw a temperature swing of 60 degrees after being 

at 32, the temperature outside would be 92 degrees.  It's hard for me to comprehend but 
the temperature shifts here in Tok easily range from 60 below to 80 above (120 degrees 

and more) from season to season. 

 Really, it is just a different way of life!  Talking to Native Alaskans you will find they 

cringe at the idea of having to survive temperatures that might get above 85, much less all 

the way up to 115.  And while life is different, the ministry needs are still the same.  People 
here - just like in the lower 48 - hunger to be filled; seek light in the midst of darkness, 

want for joy in the midst of sorrow.  In the millennia since the fall, the need for a Savior 

remains constant regardless of culture, race, or place! 

 What we are regularly learning and being reminded of though is that HOW one 
does ministry in this place varies greatly from what we used to know.  As a family we were 

used to speaking to and with people who were knowledgeable about Jesus and the Bible 

and who generally understood why Jesus died for them.  Now, even our kids have noticed 

the great absence, and have wanted their friends at school to know Jesus.  For example: 

Micah was selected as ‘star student’ for a week. One of the privileges of this honor was to 
bring several items from home to show the class.  Micah tried for hours trying to figure 

out the perfect picture to take. Why was it so hard for him to find just the right one? The 

picture needed to show Jesus, the Cross, and our need to know Him.  It seemed none of 

the things we offered ever quite fit the bill, so Micah drew his own! 

 All I can say is that moving to Alaska has simply been different!  We are also 
learning to be patient.  People here are very friendly and helpful, but there is also a 

distance that they keep.  Whether Native or not, relationships and trust are things that 

will take time to build.  They are very used to people coming in with an agenda for how 

they should live their lives.  Our ‘agenda’ is only to love them even as Christ has loved us.  
In that way we continue to look for ways to serve them, and in that regards there are 

numerous opportunities.  Even if that opportunity is to simply stop and give a ride to a 

person walking to town (a regular occurrence). And something I would have likely been 

afraid to do in Texas.  Life here is different!  But, God is Good!  
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 Upper Tanana Valley Mission News Check us out on the Web 

alaskamissionforchrist.org 

or on Facebook 

Contact Pastor Keith at  

Mobile: 979-716-9910 

E-mail: 

revkeithamc@gmail.com       

     revkeithamc@gmail.com      

Address: 

     537 Maes Way 



 

GO AND MAKE 

DISCIPLES... 

PROVIDE 
By sharing the resources 

God has gifted you with to 

help fund and supply the 

needs of missionaries, 

groups, and of AK resi-

dents that the Gospel may 

be proclaimed! 

Donation are tax deducti-

ble. Statements are sent 

out after the end of the 

year. 

Donate online at: 
     

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Mail donations to: 

     Alaska Mission for Christ 

     8100 Arctic Blvd. 

     Anchorage AK 99518 
 
 
 

Note “Keith Aschenbeck” in 

the memo section and 100% of 

your donation will go to 

support us directly. 

537 Maes Way 

Tok AK 99780-0537 

Mobile: 979-716-9910 

E-mail: revkeithamc@gmail.com       

Upper Tanana River Valley 

Mission—Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

PRAY 
For Rex, Barbara, and Dewey who came to Church at Tanacross 

for the first time. 

For Roger and Gwen who attended services at Tanacross after a 
long absence 

The start of a Sunday School for children in Tanacross. 

Stacey as she teaches in Mentasta thru the end of March. 

Community of Tanacross—death of elder Archie Denny 

Thankfulness for a return to health for our family after more than 
a week of illness (and still recovering) 

 

How Can You Support the  

Proclamation  of  the Gospel  in  A laska? 

PARTICIPATE 
Contact Ruth Zellar (AMC Volunteer Coordinator) for more info: 

907-232-3823 

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

I am finally recovering from several days of being absolutely miserable with 

an illness that the boys decided to share with me.  Somehow it seems, I got 

the raw in the of the deal and suffered the most.  It started with Trey, then 

worked it way through Kaleb, then Micah and finally on to me.  For some 

reason the ladies of the house avoided the whole ordeal except to put up 

with all of our pitiful pining. 

The school help a Native Youth Olympic event for grades 3-12.  Kaleb and 

Micah placed 2nd and 3rd (respectively) in something called ‘the wrist carry!’ On the academic 

front, their teams placed 2nd and 3rd in Battle of the Books! Trey has been participating in rifle 

club and is a pretty amazing shot, and they only use open sights. And yes, the school has its own 

INDOOR rifle range! Pretty cool, huh? Anna has made some pretty close friends at school.  So 

much that she is disappointed when the weekend comes and impatiently waits for it to end so she 

can go back to school.   

Stacey loves the teaching that she is doing in Mentasta, but has also been a bit overwhelmed.  While she only has about ten stu-

dents, they are spread over four different grades (3-6), and she teaches every subject.  That means she writes more than 20 dif-

ferent lesson plans for each day!  She says planning and grading for 130 students for one subject was much less stressful.   
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STAMP 

Birthdays: 

Anna - 11/2/2007 

Micah - 2/7/2006 

Kaleb - 1/11/2005 

Trey - 6/10/2002 

Stacey - 10/24/1979 

Keith - 3/31/1973 


