
New 

Address! 

Important Date: 

 January 4  

     Installation as Missionary 

to Upper Tanana Valley @ 

Anchorage Lutheran Church 

Sunrise on the road to the 

house. This picture was 

taken at 10:30am. 

Christmas Eve service at St. Timothy’s Chapel in 

Tanancross began at 11:00pm. Services concluded 

at 1:30am and we  headed home with some tired 

children.  Native families continued celebrating by 

going house to house for Christmas Carols, 

Traditional Song & Dance, fireworks and gunfire! 

Just about any celebration 

in Tanacross comes with 

traditional instruments, 

singing, dancing and food. 

Christmas is no exception! 

Pictured left: several elders 

get the festivities started 

with drumming and singing. 

Pictured below: Traditional 

food of roasted moose, 

chicken, biscuit, and moose 

head soup! 

Christmas in Tanacross dropped us head 

first into a cultural wave of experiences:  

From the food to the dancing to a very 

strange rendition of Santa Claus.  At one 

point Kaleb was honored by an elder from 

the village when he was invited to drum 

along with the music.  The elder stated, “My 

Christmas present to you.”  The village was 

filled with generosity sending us and all their 

guests home with armfuls of food and gifts.  

A number of people traveled long distances 

from other villages to attend this particular 

meal and event which started at 6:00pm and 

went until late in the night.  Most any cele-

bration seems to go for days in Alaskan 

Native Villages as one gentleman noted that 

he had not slept for several days.  The pre-

ceding days had included memorial meals, 

breakfasts for honoring friends, children’s 

plays, and worship. The men were the one’s 

in charge of cooking and serving the food 

which was brought around to people in 

chairs in large tubs to grab out by hand! 
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Contact Pastor Keith at  

Mobile: 979-716-9910 

E-mail:           

     revkeithamc@gmail.com      

Address: 

     537 Maes Way 

     Tok, AK 99780-0537 

Pictured Left: Our current home which we are renting.  Our 

home is a small 2 bedroom, 1 bath house, with an office which 

we have converted to Anna’s room.  There is a nice size gar-

age to store all the stuff we could not get into the house.  

Temperature’s so far have only dipped to about –23, but we 

have been assured that this is a very mild winter so far.  One 

gentleman (a village elder named Lloyd) lamented the lack of 

snow which is preventing them from running their dogs. 



 

GO AND MAKE 

DISCIPLES... 

PROVIDE 
By sharing the resources 

God has gifted you with to 

help fund and supply the 

needs of missionaries, 

groups, and of AK resi-

dents that the Gospel may 

be proclaimed! 

Donation are tax deducti-

ble. Statements are sent 

out after the end of the 

year. 

Donate online at: 
     

www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
 

Mail donations to: 

     Alaska Mission for Christ 

     8100 Arctic Blvd. 

     Anchorage AK 99518 
 
 
 

Note “Keith Aschenbeck” in 

the memo section and 100% of 

your donation will go to 

support us directly. 

537 Maes Way 

Tok AK 99780-0537 

Mobile: 979-716-9910 

E-mail:           

Upper Tanana River Valley 

Mission—Rev. Keith Aschenbeck 

PRAY 
Our children and the transition to Alaska 

The communities of Tanacross, Mentasta, Tetlin, Northway, Tok 

Give Thanks for - 
 The Members of Christ the King—Coeur d’Alene who 

provided a house, meals, vehicle for the weekend and more! 

 Ralph Mutscher—Recovering from shoulder surgery 

 Gerry Zellar—who flew down to help us drive the Alcan 

Highway to Tok 
 Our extended families whom we dearly miss 

 

How Can You Support the  

Proclamation  of  the Gospel  in  A laska? 

PARTICIPATE 
Contact Ruth Zellar (AMC Volunteer Coordinator) for more info: 

907-232-3823 

ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org  

Christmas in Alaska brought our children the first “White Christmas” they can re-

call.  We arrived in Tok on the afternoon of December 20th.  Walking in to our new 

home we were blessed to find that several members of AMC had come by and set up 

a Christmas tree and decorations  to help us feel at home.  Moving in and unpacking 

took up the next several days and have continued after Christmas.  Unfortunately 

half of our stuff still sits in storage as the house we are in simply does not have the 

space for it all.  This fact has impacted Stacey the most as she is not able to fully 

settle in to the kitchen or feel like she has everything needed to take care of the children, but we are making 

due.  The kids have done quite well adjusting to the idea that much of their stuff has to remain in storage for a 

while, though Christmas has certainly helped distract them.  God has certainly been humbling us, but even 

more so has given us a deeper and greater appreciation for his care and blessing! 

 God has richly supplied us and shown us His love through the Body of Christ throughout the country.  

Every day we meet challenges and difficulties that have been resolved by God’s care through the people he 

has brought into our lives, and with opportunities to extend that care to others we continue to meet.  How great it is to now focus on the cele-

bration of Epiphany—the day which marks the coming of the wise men who honored the greatest gift ever given!  Their gifts to the baby 

Jesus were symbols of the true reason for the season, the sacrificial gift of God’s Son for the salvation of mankind!  This Christmas for us 

certainly ranks as one of our most memorable experiences.  May the blessing of God’s own Son grant you eternal peace and joy as we await 

His final coming when He shall return to carry us forth into His eternal presence! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
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Birthdays: 

Anna - 11/2/2007 

Micah - 2/7/2006 

Kaleb - 1/11/2005 

Trey - 6/10/2002 

Stacey - 10/24/1979 

Keith - 3/31/1973 


