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It’s hard to believe that our 3 am ferry arrival into 
Juneau was almost one year ago!  What a year it 
has been!  The places that I’ve visited and the 
people I have met have been truly amazing!   

The experiences in this year have been both 
exciting and interesting.  I’ve been trapped in a 
broken ferry.  I’ve seen gigantic brown bears.  I’ve 
taken au natural hot spring baths at the insistence 
of my village host.  I’ve accumulated some 
30,000+ airline-miles traveling back and forth to 
the lower 48 to speak about my mission work.  

I’ve seen innumerable sunsets that are beyond 
description in their beauty and colors.  I’ve 
sanded floors, fixed toilets, and slept on air 
mattresses.  I’ve flown in float planes, sailed on 
ferries, and I have even ridden in the back of pick-
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up trucks.  The sights, the sounds, the hospitality, 
and the people have been amazing! 

Throughout this year, my eyes have been opened 
again and again to the many needs here in the 
Southeast.  The opportunities to proclaim God’s 
Word are plentiful.  The people that need to hear 
of God’s love and experience the love of their 
neighbor are bountiful. 

I began this year optimistic that I could visit most 
of Southeast Alaska.  From Ketchikan in the 
south to Yakutat in the north, I had hoped to get 
out and meet people in the many isolated villages 
throughout all the Southeast. The Lord had 
different plans, however. It started with a trip to 
the relatively close community of Tenakee 
Springs.  From there I visited another “close” 
community: Angoon.  Then on to the 
“neighboring” communities of Hoonah and  
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Lighting The Way
by Rev. Todd Roeske, Coordinator of Ministry

On some nights, the Aurora Borealis (Northern 
Lights) are just a background green haze in the 
sky.  They are not very impressive.  The real 
beauty of the Northern 
Lights comes on the nights 
when they flicker and 
dance. The ebb and the 
flow of the lights is what 
draws people to Alaska 
and other northern 
destinations to gaze at 
God’s incredible light 
show.   

Ministry also has ebbs and 
flows. A year ago, we were 
excited to have a new missionary in Juneau, 
Pastor Aaron Spratt.  Along with that, Pastor Keith 
Aschenbeck was loving people in Tanacross and 
the Tanana River Valley.  We were also eagerly 
searching for a new missionary to serve in 
Southwest Alaska. It seemed as though things 
were moving along very well. But since then, we 
have had no inquiries nor nominations for the call 
to Southwest Alaska. Then to our disappointment, 
Pastor Keith took a call to Texas.   

However, God’s light continues to shine. Lay 
deacons, pastors, and local Christians have 
stepped up to cover the services in Tanacross.  
Some volunteers have driven six hours one-way 
to ensure that services continued in that little 
village. The community continues to be served 

with God’s Word and Sacraments. Ministry will 
continue this winter as God provided our Summer 
Camp Hosts from Nebraska to volunteer to fill the 

vacancy in Tanacross from 
January to March.  Who wants 
to go to Interior Alaska and 
brave -50⁰ temperatures to 
share the Good News of 
Jesus?  Rev. Carl and Darlene 
Lilienkamp is who the Lord is 
sending. They covet your 
prayers as they humbly shine 
the light of Jesus in Tanacross 
this winter. 

The busy season of summer 
servant event teams is over, but God’s light 
continues to flicker and shine through the ministry 
of Pastor Aaron in Juneau as he reaches into 
small communities and provides Word and 
Sacrament ministry.  It shines through the 
ministry of our Servant Event Coordinator, Jan 
Bruick, as she recruits and equips teams for next 
summer.  It shines through the work of the 13 
LCMS Alaskan congregations as they continue 
the slow and steady work of loving people in 
Alaska and sharing with them the incredible news 
of Jesus.  It shines through each of you as you 
continue to pray, provide, and participate in the 
work of Jesus in Alaska.  Thank you for being a 
part of our work. God bless you as you celebrate 
Jesus during this holiday season! 

• Pray for Todd Roeske and Jan Bruick as they 
travel to Bethel in January to continue to build upon 
established relationships throughout southwest 
Alaska. We also seek God’s wisdom in finding an 
AMC missionary to serve in Bethel and beyond. 

• Pray for God’s Word to be proclaimed through 
special Christmas services held throughout Alaska. 

• We give thanks to God for Jerry Simpson, 
Missionary Support Servant, who joined our staff in 
November. He will be assisting with bookkeeping and 
other important “behind the scenes” tasks to help 
with our expanding ministry.  

• We praise God for YOU! Thank you for partnering 
with us to facilitate a bold witness to Jesus Christ in 
every community in Alaska.

Prayer Needs
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By Jan Bruick, Servant Event Coordinator

A Year in Review (cont’d from page 1)

Haines.  What I have found in these neighboring 
communities is that there is a great need to 
boldly proclaim God’s 
Word to those who are 
desperate to hear of 
Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness. 

The Lord has blessed my 
visits to those communities 
closest to Juneau.  I can 
only imagine and pray 
about those mission 

opportunities in the many other communities that 
are farther away.  Jesus tells us that the harvest 

is plentiful and the laborers 
are few.  Pray to the Lord of 
the harvest that more 
workers would be sent to 
the harvest field.  Pray that 
the Lord would continue to 
bless my ministry and that 
He would grow its reach. 

LCMS Alaska congregations to allow for the 
furthering of the Gospel message throughout this 
vast state. Of course, a highlight in my day is when 
I receive a call or email from a loyal donor wanting 
to learn how they can assist with ministry 
expansion.  

Of course, my calendar also reflects time spent 
with family and friends for rest and renewal. It has 
been a full year. A year where my calendar boxes 

were filled in completely.  

However, as 2019 approaches, I was 
challenged by a stewardship testimony 
that I heard during my ministry 

presentation trip to Florida. The lay 
leader posed this question: What would 
your calendar look like if you gave a tithe 

of your time back to the Lord?  Hmmm…
2.4 hours each day given back to the Lord? 

Could I use this time to strengthen my 
prayer life or increase my time in His Word? 

Could I use some of my time to serve my 
neighbor? Could I call a friend and really listen to 
their struggles? It is something to ponder as a new 
year begins. Could you give a tithe of your time to 
bless the ministry of AMC through prayer or service 
opportunities? Let’s remember these words from 
Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before others so 
that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.” 

It is December—the 12th month of 2018. Many of 
us ask, where did the other 11 months go? They 
went quickly, right? 

I treasure receiving my new year calendar, clean 
and pristine!  Not a speck of writing on any of the 
365 boxes. Ahh, but they don’t stay that way for 
long. Travel, meetings, and family obligations 
seem to fill up every box, one month after 
another. Before long, it is December, and I look 
forward to selecting another spotless 
calendar for the upcoming new year!  

As I review these past 11 months, like 
other years, 2018 has allowed 
opportunities for travel, work, and family. I 
traveled throughout the “outside,” as well 
as to many Alaskan communities where I 
connected with others for the sake of 
mission and ministry.  

My 2018 calendar was also full of meetings 
with AMC staff and board members, short-term 
mission team leaders, prospective volunteers, 
and faithful donors. It is a joy to hear the stories 
of how God engages others in ministry so that 
our mission can be fulfilled: AMC facilitates a 
bold witness to Jesus Christ in every 
community in Alaska. God richly blesses our 
ministry with short-term mission teams who share 
Jesus’ love throughout the long days of summer. 
When possible, our teams also connect with the 
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You Can Help!

Pray
Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to 

pray for us and for the people of Alaska. To 
become a prayer partner, send an email to:

tellmemore@amclcms.org

Provide
Alaska Mission for Christ depends on gifts from 

people like you. Either donate online at 
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or 

send a check to: 
AMC, 8100 Arctic Blvd., Anchorage, AK 99518

Participate
Long- and short-term volunteers are needed to 

share the Gospel in Alaska. Volunteers lead 
VBS, sports & fine arts camps, and conduct 

hammer & nails projects. They can even live in 
villages and serve people with Jesus’ love. To 
learn more, email: tellmemore@amclcms.org

Contact Us

Servant Event Coordinator
Jan Bruick

1101 N. 5th St.
Seward, NE 68434

402.641.9691
janbruick@amclcms.org

Coordinator of Ministry
Todd Roeske

HC60 Box 115E
Copper Center, AK 99573

907.259.5115
toddroeske@amclcms.org

Southeast/Juneau Missionary
Aaron Spratt

2500 Sunset Dr.
Juneau, AK 99801

360.969.6869
aaronspratt@amclcms.org
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