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It’s 2:17 AM as the two AMC vans park outside the 
baggage claim area of the Ted Stevens International 
Airport. Waiting outside the Anchorage airport provides 
an opportunity to observe a unique, middle-of-the-night 
culture as car horns blare and hand gestures cross 
between drivers as they jockey for the best position 
along the curb. Pastor Carl Lilienkamp, long-term 
summer volunteer, and I are not intimidated. We are in 
place to welcome an exhausted, short-term mission 
team who has traveled between 6-24 hours before 
arriving curbside. Darlene Lilienkamp waits inside the 
airport to greet AMC volunteers with a smile and a 
warm welcome as she escorts them to the baggage 
claim area. 

Many of our teams then experience an overnight stay 
on air mattresses at The Lutheran Center, home to 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Anchor Lutheran 
School, and AMC ministries. Summer census numbers 
show that teams were housed 28 out of 40 nights at 

this location. Teams rest 
and gather supplies for 
their short-term mission 
service while enjoying a 
free night’s stay and a 
warm shower. Out of 
thanksgiving, a team from 
Sheboygan, WI spent one 
of their evenings helping to 
spruce up the Center's 
grounds and added “yellow 
striping” to the parking lot.  

Amidst AMC’s use of this 
building are 155 inquisitive children attending Anchor 
Lutheran’s summer program. Every inch of this 
building is used Monday through Friday, along with a 
Sunday worship service held in the multi-purpose 
room. Sheboygan team leader, Jenna Rinkinen, 
stated, “Pastor Jake and all the staff at Beautiful 
Savior/Anchor Lutheran are shining lights of Jesus.”

Shining Lights of Jesus
by Jan Bruick, Servant Event Coordinator

Zion-Anchorage opened their doors to a team of 25 
from Milwaukee who conducted a week of service 
throughout the city. This team shared their 
appreciation for the use of this facility by painting 
outdoor church railings, raking and clearing brush 
around the parsonage, and deep-cleaning the interior 
of the church. 

Forty-five minutes north of Anchorage, a 32-member 
team, housed at St. John-Palmer, shared their VBS 
program in three locations in the Mat-Su Valley. The 
church kitchen and showers seemed to be in never-
ending use over the course of 10 days. Jonathan 
Rockey, Pastor at St. John, states: “Over the years, 
St. John has been able to grow in mission work and 
awareness through AMC.  We have grown in 
understanding the unique needs of Alaskans and in 
the understanding for the Good News of Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness.  We are thankful for this partnership 
in sharing Jesus.”

Pastor James Baumgartner, Our Redeemer, 
Chugiak, also welcomed several teams for an 
overnight stay.  This congregation also provides 
instrumental support in housing AMC air mattresses 
and supplies over the nine-month winter hiatus. 

       (article continued on page 3)
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Life Gets In The Way
by Rev. Todd Roeske, Coordinator of Ministry

"On Sunday, can I light the candles?" a smiling 12-
year-old girl asks during VBS.    Later, the same girl 
stops me again, "Can I collect the cups after 
communion on Sunday?"  I see that she is really 
excited to know that she attends our church on 
Sundays.  Serving gives her a special status.  Many 
of the 70 plus kids are not regular church attendees.  
They are kids from the community who come for the 
special VBS event.  This little 
girl is proud that she belongs 
to our church family.   

She hasn't come to church 
for very long.  She showed up 
with a friend a few weeks 
before VBS.  She was very 
curious about the Lord's 
Supper.  I told her that I 
would teach her about the 
Lord's Supper so that she 
could celebrate it with us.  
The Sunday after VBS, she 
showed up.  She lit the 
candles and collected the 
cups after communion.  After service, we started our 
class on the Lord's Supper.  She loved it.  

Later that week, I saw her mom. She was being 
evicted from her house. She had been trying to get 
her life together. This was a major set back. Her kids 
now went to live with an aunt. I prayed with her and 

gave her my phone number so that the kids could call 
me for a ride to church.  Unfortunately, I haven't heard 
from the kids.   

That is the nature of our mission.  We reach out to 
people and share with them the love of Jesus. Yet, 
sometimes life gets in the way.  We think we are 
making progress and then something happens to set 

us back.  However, we do not 
give up.  We continue to 
reach out and look for 
opportunities to share the 
Good News of Jesus.  I am 
praying that God will open the 
doors for me to reconnect 
with that 12-year-old girl. I 
should be able to find her 
once school starts.  Then, 
hopefully, we can get her 
back to church, and she can 
finish her early communion 
class.   

Yet, the set backs are not the 
whole story.  This Sunday, I will 

be baptizing two young people.  One was scheduled 
to be baptized last summer, but life got in the way.  
Now Sunday, God will adopt him into Jesus' Kingdom 
and forgive him of his sins.  Life gets in the way, but 
God's love is patient and never gives up.  Please 
continue to pray for us as we boldly proclaim Jesus in 
the land of the midnight sun. 

• Pray for the Lord to send a missionary to serve in 
Southwest Alaska.  For more information:  

https://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/current-needs/.  

• Also, we are seeking a Missionary Support 
Servant to assist with bookkeeping and other 
important “behind the scenes” tasks that help us to 
make a bold witness for Jesus in Alaska.  

• Pray for wisdom as we use volunteers to serve in 
Tanacross, some traveling up to seven hours to do 
so. 

• Pray for God’s guidance as Pastor Aaron Spratt 
continues to build ministry relationships in southeast 
Alaska. We pray that additional ministry doors 
would be opened throughout this area of Alaska. 

Prayer Needs



Summer Connections
By Pastor Carl and Darlene Lilienkamp, Summer Long-term Volunteers

Shining Lights of Jesus (cont’d from page 1)

Again, Rinkinen sums up her mission service 
experience with these words, “Alaska Mission for 
Christ is something special. When God sends out His 
Word, it will never return empty. We are constantly 
reminded of this with the situations and people God 
provides. The service opportunities are truly life 
changing, and the connections made, with those in 
Alaska along the way, are ones that last a lifetime. I 
am forever grateful for the opportunity to serve with 
AMC and with the Alaskan churches throughout our 
journey.” AMC gives God all thanks and praise for the 
partnership between short-term mission teams and 
Alaska LCMS churches.

through the grace of God, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, in their hometown communities, as well. 
Our job description, as the Anchorage host couple, 
included transporting folks to and from the airport. We 
were on call 24/7 for most of June and July. Ensuring 
that teams had a place to sleep, refreshments, clean 
sheets and towels, and transportation to desired 
locations brought us joy each day. 

But our role was so much more! Living in our 
borrowed camper in The Lutheran Center parking lot 
put us at the crossroads between bright-eyed, 
energized teams heading to villages and the slightly 
worn out but joyous, teams pausing on their way back 
home. We were privileged to hear the stories from 
ministry events held throughout the hundreds of miles 
of wilderness. We were amazed at the team members’ 
commitment of time, talents, and treasure. 

During this second summer season, we welcomed 
back familiar faces, created new connections, and 
discovered individuals and lower 48 locations we had 
in common with various team members.  

We are thankful for the blessing to serve with AMC 
while enjoying a beautiful Alaskan summer. All glory 
and praise to our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

Mark 1:1 ”The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.” This was the keynote verse 
shared with AMC teams during orientation and 
devotions at The Lutheran Center in Anchorage.  

The summer was a procession of nearly 400 
volunteers, serving in a continuum of the saints who 
have shared the Good News in Alaska for centuries, 
and others who will continue to share the Gospel 
throughout the 49th state. The teams all agreed that 
they will continue to witness to the love of Jesus 
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You Can Help!

Pray
Alaska Mission for Christ depends on people to 

pray for us and for the people of Alaska. To 
become a prayer partner, send an email to:

tellmemore@amclcms.org

Provide
Alaska Mission for Christ depends on gifts from 

people like you. Either donate online at 
www.alaskamissionforchrist.org or 

send a check to: 
AMC, 8100 Arctic Blvd., Anchorage, AK 99518

Participate
Long- and short-term volunteers are needed to 

share the Gospel in Alaska. Volunteers lead 
VBS, sports & fine arts camps, and conduct 

hammer & nails projects. They can even live in 
villages and serve people with Jesus’ love. To 
learn more, email: tellmemore@amclcms.org

Contact Us

Servant Event Coordinator
Jan Bruick

1101 N. 5th St.
Seward, NE 68434

402.641.9691
janbruick@amclcms.org

Coordinator of Ministry
Todd Roeske

HC60 Box 115E
Copper Center, AK 99573

907.259.5115
toddroeske@amclcms.org

Southeast/Juneau Missionary
Aaron Spratt

2500 Sunset Dr.
Juneau, AK 99801

360.969.6869
aaronspratt@amclcms.org


